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out at us.  All these troubles
are real.  They make our hearts
very, very weak.  They hurt us
sometimes even more than
physical pain can hurt.

Then is when we need to
hear the words of this chapter
and the verse, especially, that
we consider (14).  Listen:
“Wait on the LORD:  be of good
courage, … wait, I say, on the
LORD.”  Do you hear that, weary
soldier of the cross?  Wait on
the Lord!  All of us need to
hear these words
of encouragement,
old and young
alike.

The term here
for “wait” in this
verse literally
means “endure,” so
that this verse re-
ally would read:
“Endure in Jeho-
vah.”  Enduring,
very simply,
means from a
negative point of view—do not
give up, do not simply cave in
when the difficulties of life
press on you.  But positively,
we must remain firm in our
conviction that all things in
life are sent us by God and are
for our good and will accom-
plish God’s good pleasure for
us.

When the psalmist is ask-
ing us to wait, he is not asking
of us the impossible.  We are
enjoined here to wait on the

Lord, or, as we have noticed,
we must endure “in Jehovah.”
That name Jehovah is God’s
covenant name.  And, as such,
it reminds us of God’s endur-
ing faithfulness towards His
people.  It reminds us of what
God has done for us and con-
tinues to do for us.

You see, Jehovah has
made us a promise.  That prom-
ise is this:  “I will give you the
place of your desires.  Heaven
awaits you.”  That is God’s

p r o m i s e
that the
people of
God in
Christ re-
ceive.  “I
will not
f o r s a k e
you in your
need and I
will be
there to
give you
what your
desire is.”

And as a never-changing I AM
(because, literally, that is what
“Jehovah” means), God will
certainly keep what He prom-
ises.  From eternity God has
chosen His own in His sover-
eign love.  And nothing in this
world is going to snatch them
away from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus.

Our Savior has come.
Christ has already fulfilled, in
principle, our desire to dwell in
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cape.  But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief.
Ye are all the children of light,
and the children of the day:
we are not of the night, nor of
darkness.  Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us
watch and be sober.”

When does Christ return?
That really is at the heart of
these verses that we have be-
fore us today.  Christ comes
again as He has promised.  But
when will Christ come?  And
that is a pertinent question.
Paul had just told the saints of
Thessalonica about their be-
ing alive and remaining when
Christ came.  Did this mean
that Christ was coming in their
lifetime?  Obviously not.  Can
we say that Christ is coming
in our lifetime?  Can we say
that Christ is coming in the
lifetime of our children or their
children?  “Of the times and
the seasons, brethren, ye have
no need that I write unto you.
For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night.”
With this, Paul, in the verses

Dear radio friends,

In our last broadcast we con-
sidered the comfort that we

have in connection with
Christ’s second coming.  We
considered then the order of
events that will take place on
that day when Christ returns.
We even considered, in con-
nection with that, the resur-
rection of God’s people at the
end of time.

But more needs to be said
concerning that coming of
Jesus Christ.  When does He
come?  That is a question that
confronts God’s people, too.
And the apostle Paul ad-
dresses that in I Thessa-
lonians 5:1-6.  There we read:
“But of the times and the sea-
sons, brethren, ye have no
need that I write unto you.
For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night.
For when they shall say, Peace
and safety; then sudden de-
struction cometh upon them,
as travail upon a woman with
child; and they shall not es-

We must remain firm
in our conviction

that all things in life
are sent us by God

and are for our good
and will accomplish
God’s good pleasure

for us.
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hide me in his pavilion:  in the
secret of his tabernacle shall
he hide me.”  Or verse 10:
“When my father and my
mother forsake me, then the
LORD will take me up.”  Even
though we realize that God
Himself sends such afflictions
and burdens in life to accom-
plish our salvation, that does
not relieve our misery.  No one
likes to suffer.  No one enjoys
heartache and pain.  No one
will ever say that they delight
in the troubles of this present
life.  Life’s burdens are
oftentimes too much to bear.
So they seem.  We can hardly
go on with life.  Our spirits are
dampened.  Enthusiasm for
life is gone.  We become de-
pressed or cast down.

And it is at this time that
our enemy, the devil, is at hand
to add to our troubles.  The
psalmist says that our enemies
come upon us to eat up our
flesh.  Satan does that.  He
tells us in times of trouble that
God has left us and has for-
saken us in our time of need.
The devil whispers to us at
times, “God has turned His
face from you.  You seek Him,
but He’s not listening to you.
God will not help you.  Why
should He?  You’re too much of
a sinner.  You have wronged
God far too often.”

The result of all of these
troubles in life is that we can
grow weary and faint.  Hearts

can grow weak.  The troubles
become heavy burdens, which
we are convinced we can no
longer bear.  And we some-
times become impatient with
God and try to use our own
arm of flesh to overcome.  But
we cannot.  And then our spiri-
tual feet begin to slip and we
begin to question the hand of
God in our lives.

Have you ever had that?
Have you ever had such a
heavy burden in life that such
becomes true?  You see a loved
one suffer under the hand of a
terminal illness, which we
know will eventually take his
or her life.  To experience the
pain and difficulties involved
with such illness or to sit by
helplessly watching one
struggle, unable to do much
more than to be there and to
pray.  It is painful.  And it
hurts.  It cuts to the depths of
one’s soul.

One thing I desire, O Lord,
give it to me, that I may see
the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living.

And that is but one ex-
ample of sorrows that can arise
in our lives.  We know of many
others.  Especially when there
is the burden, perhaps, of loved
ones forsaking the truth and
walking in folly’s way.  The
pain and the sorrow is sharp.
We grieve for them.  We fret
and we worry about them even
when they, in their sin, lash

of this passage, proceeds to
give us instruction concerning
the time of Christ’s appear-
ance, and with it, he gives
practical instruction concern-
ing our need to watch for that
coming of Christ right now.

The goodman of the house
and his wife are ready to lay
themselves down to sleep.  It
is evening.  It is dark outside.
And they must rise again at
daybreak to begin anew their
day’s labors.  The goodman
routinely checks the doors of
the house to see that they are
all bolted tight and, confident
that the house is secure for
the night, he retires.  He is
assured that his house is safe,
he lays himself down thinking
to himself, “Peace and safety,”
and he falls into a deep, deep
sleep.  But sometime in the
night, while the goodman and
his wife lay soundly asleep, a
thief breaks into the man’s
house and steals away all the
goodman’s possessions.  This
thief knew his profession well.
He came swiftly, unexpect-
edly, and suddenly.  Who
would have thought it was his
intent that very night to rob
and plunder the goodman’s
house?  Certainly, what Jesus
tells us in Matthew 24:43 is
true.  “But know this, that if
the goodman of the house had
known in what watch the thief
would come, he would have
watched, and would not have

suffered his house to be bro-
ken up.”

But who was to know that
the thief was coming?  And
who was to know what watch
of the night he was coming in?
So the goodman was caught
unawares.  He was not watch-
ing.  He was not prepared.  He
was sleeping, and he lost ev-
erything that he had.  Such is
the coming of the thief.  He
depends on the element of sur-
prise, he comes when no one is
expecting him, he descends
upon the house suddenly and
swiftly.  The goodman of the
house is simply not prepared
to keep him from robbing him.
The thief is foiled in his at-
tempts only when the goodman
is forewarned and prepared.

Now everywhere the Bible
uses this same figure to de-
scribe the coming of Jesus
Christ.  Thus the passage we
consider today does too.  Verse
2 reads:  “For yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in
the night.”  And throughout
these verses, the same figure
is used to instruct us concern-
ing Christ’s return.  His com-
ing is as a thief.

Let us apply this figure to
the coming of Christ.  The ob-
vious meaning here is:
Christ’s coming at the end of
time is going to be swift, sud-
den, and unexpected.  This is
true, first of all, from the point
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over Israel—which means that
he was quite young yet, al-
though it is true that in his
youth he faced death many
more times than one usually
does in his youth.

It is the goal and desire of
every child of God, young and
old, to dwell in the house of
God to all eternity.  So says
the psalmist in verse 4 of this
chapter:  “One thing have I
desired of the LORD, that will I
seek after; that I may dwell in
the house of the LORD all the
days of my life, to behold the
beauty of the LORD, and to in-
quire in his temple.”  That is
the end towards which the
child of God strives.  He wants
to see the goodness of Jehovah
in the land of the living.  But
God’s people will never reach
that goal without first seeing
troubles and sorrows in life.

The psalmist speaks of
those troubles in many of the
verses of this psalm.  For ex-
ample, verse 2:  “When the
wicked, even mine enemies
and my foes, came upon me to
eat up my flesh, they stumbled
and fell.”  Or verse 5:  “For in
the time of trouble he shall

of view of the wicked world
itself.  This world will have
fallen asleep,
just like the
goodman of the
house.  Jesus
tells us that,
just as in the
days of Noah,
so also at the
end of time,
men will be
going on with
life as if this world will never
end, willingly ignorant of the
coming of Christ.  They will be
eating and drinking, marry-
ing and giving in marriage.
Life will be going on as usual.
From the spiritual point of
view, therefore, this world will
have fallen asleep, calmly and
confidently.  They will say to
themselves, “Peace and
safety.”  And, being soundly
asleep from a spiritual point
of view, this world will not be
prepared for, or even expect-
ing, the coming of Jesus Christ.
This is why Christ’s coming
will be swift and unexpected.

As far as the exact mo-
ment of Christ’s coming is con-
cerned, we can say that He
comes at a time when, as far
as the world is concerned, He
is least expected.

This idea is supported by
another picture that Paul uses
is verse 3:  “For when they
shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction

cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child; and

they shall not es-
cape.”   We find
there a woman in
travail, a woman
who is about to be
delivered of a baby.
And the idea is that
suddenly, without a
clue, that first hard
labor pain strikes.
The woman has

been expecting to have her
baby all along.  She knows it is
close.  But she does not know
exactly when the moment will
hit that will bring about the
birth of her baby.  It comes
suddenly and unexpectedly.

So will be the coming of
Christ.  He comes when this
world believes that they have
“found their way,” that they
have found the answer to all
the ills and the problems of
society.  Christ comes when
the kingdom of man in this
world is convinced that it is on
the verge of establishing it-
self, and that, without God.
At a time that no man can
figure out, at a time that no
man will be able to determine
or predict, Christ will come.
And that coming will not be
quietly, in rapture.  It will be
a coming with shouts and
trumpets unto the destruction
of the wicked of this world.

Now it is important for us
to realize why Paul makes this

Dear Radio Friends,

There is nothing that re-
minds of life more than

death.  There is nothing that
makes us appreciate life more
than the thought of dying.
When we face sickness, dis-
ease, affliction, persecution,
pain, then we realize what a
tremendous blessing health
and life are.  No matter who
we are, we struggle to hold on
to this earthly life.  After all,
man was created with this life,
and it is precious.  But there
are many troubles in life that
confront us.  Psalm 27 is a
beautiful chapter of the Bible
that has encouraged and com-
forted God’s people through-
out the ages.  The last verse of
this psalm, verse 14, which we
will be considering today,
reads like this:  “Wait on the
LORD:  be of good courage, and
he shall strengthen thine
heart:  wait, I say, on the LORD.”
These are words of encourage-
ment to all of God’s people,
whether we are old or young.
In fact, David probably penned
the words of this particular
psalm before he became king

Christ’s coming
at the end of time

is going to be
swift, sudden,

and unexpected.
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the God who is merciful and
gracious.  Jehovah has taken
our iniquity, not merely our
individual sins, mind you, but
our very sinfulness itself, and
laid it upon Jesus Christ.  He
who knew no sin became sin
for us.  He
who Him-
self had no
g u i l t ,
since He
was per-
fectly righ-
teous and
holy, was
given our guilt.  God substi-
tuted Him in our place.

So it is that all that sin
that was ours prior to our re-
generation, but also that sin
that we continue to commit in
our lives, is cast, by God, on
the shoulders of Jesus Christ.
And in that we see the wonder
of God’s grace, because we
know that Christ bore the bur-
den of our sin and guilt and
punishment.  In doing so, He
paid the price for our iniqui-
ties and our guilt.  Though,
even now, our sins are as scar-
let, they are washed in the
precious blood of Jesus Christ,
our Good Shepherd.  And the
penalty of our sin has been
taken away.

What a gracious God!  How
good it is that we are the sheep
of God’s pasture!  He loves us
and He cares for us.  He loves

His sheep so much that He
sent His only begotten Son into
this world to save them.  Amaz-
ing grace!  It is a grace that
has saved and goes on saving
us to the very end.  What a
Good Shepherd we serve!

Let us pray
together.

O Lord our
God, our Good
Shepherd, we
come unto Thee
in the name of

our Lord Jesus Christ because
we see in Him Thy faithful-
ness to us Thy sheep.  How
often, Father, do we stray
away from Thee.  How often
we sin.  How often we are al-
lured to the ways of the wicked
world around us.  If it were not
for Thy grace and Thy mercy
towards us, we would perish
in our sin.  But Thou art a God
who is gracious and Thou hast
taken our sin and its guilt,
and Thou hast laid it upon the
shoulders of our Shepherd,
Jesus Christ, and He has borne
away our iniquities and guilt.
We belong to Thee and we are
thankful for that great gift of
salvation.  Bless us by the
Word that we have heard to-
day that it might lead and
guide us in the way everlast-
ing.  For Thy name’s sake we
pray, Amen.

point before moving on.  There
was an error about Christ’s
coming that prevailed in this
church of Thessalonica.  Some
of the saints there believed
that Christ would come in their
lifetime.  In fact, some of them
had even quit working and
were idly waiting for Christ to
return.  The instruction here
is meant to combat the error
of those who thought they
knew when Christ would re-
turn.  Notice how Paul begins
this chapter:  “But of the times
and the seasons, brethren, ye
have no need that I write unto
you.  For yourselves know per-
fectly that the day of the Lord
so cometh as a thief in the
night.”  Paul says, I really have
no need to write to you about
the time of Christ’s return be-
cause you know about it per-
fectly.  And what you know
from my preaching, and
through the preaching
of the other apostles,
and through the words
of Christ Himself, is
that that day comes as
a thief in the night.
There is no man who
knows when that day is
going to come.  You can-
not sit here and specu-
late about a particular
time when Christ returns.  You
cannot predict that Christ is
going to come this year or next
year or even in our lifetime.
You cannot sit idly by and
make a prediction that it might

be in a matter of weeks or a
few months and Christ will be
here.  It is not your job to
predict that time.  He comes
as a thief.  That is all that
Christ Himself reveals to you.
No man knows the time of
Christ’s return, just as no man
knows of the hour in which a
thief will come to rob his house,
and as no woman knows when
that first labor pain will strike
to bring forth her baby.  Make
no assumptions, make no cal-
culations, listen to no predic-
tions of a man.  Christ tells us
that we will not know when
He comes.  He will strike as a
thief in the night.

But, having established
this fact, Paul goes on to say in
verse 4:  “But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief.”
Now that is striking.  Paul

tells us, after
saying Christ
comes as a thief,
that the coming
of Christ ought
not to overtake
us as a thief in
the night.  No
contradiction is
found here.
Christ does
come in an hour

no man knows.  At the same
time, however, we are those
who must be prepared for His
coming.  We know that He is
coming.  We may not know
exactly when.  We may not

God has laid on Christ
the depravity

and the sin and the guilt
of us all.

The coming
of Christ
ought not

to overtake us
as a thief

in the night.
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of God, is when, by God’s grace
He goes out and gets us and
brings us back.  That is our
sin.  That is our sinfulness.

In fact, in this passage of
God’s Word that we are con-
sidering, that sin is called “in-
iquity.”  That word refers to
the depravity of our natures.
We have in our nature, in our
flesh, the horrible depravity
and the sinfulness of unbelief.
We must see that concerning
ourselves.  We are filled, in
our flesh, with iniquity.  That
is how we are described.  It is
that iniquity that we must be
warned against, so that we
are aware of the tendency in
us to stray.

When we are aware of
that iniquity in us, then we
also are constant in seeking
God’s care and strength to
keep us from straying.  You
see, because of that iniquity,
guilt lies upon us.  And be-
cause of that guilt, punish-
ment falls on us too.  In other
words, what this passage
teaches us is that, not only
are we sinful and corrupt, but
because of that sinfulness we
also become guilty before
God.  And that, too, we must
be fully aware of.  Sin makes
us guilty before God and
therefore worthy of punish-
ment.  We deserve, you and I
as sheep, to be left out there
in the wilds and to be de-
stroyed, because of our hard-

ness of hearts, because of that
sinful flesh in us that enjoys
straying from God.  We de-
serve to perish everlastingly
in hell.  In and of ourselves
we deserve that, because
such guilt makes us deserv-
ing of eternal death.

All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and
this iniquity has made us
guilty before the righteous God
of heaven and earth.  But hear
the Word of God, and let each
one of us humbly approach our
God in sorrow and in repen-
tance rather than remaining
foolish in our pride and rebel-
lion—because then, you see,
we hear the comfort that the
Word of God in this passage
gives to you and me in the very
last part of the verse:  “The
LORD hath laid on him the in-
iquity of us all.”  That cannot
refer to any other person than
Jesus Christ Himself.  Isaiah
53 is Messianic in character.
It speaks of Christ.  The Lord
has laid on Christ the iniquity
of us all.

Do you hear that?  God
has laid on Christ the deprav-
ity and the sin and the guilt of
us all.  All of us?  Yes, sheep of
God, all of us.  That is where
we make our boast—in God.
He is the LORD, or Jehovah,
the faithful covenant God, the
God who remembers His oath
that he sware to our fathers,

know in what watch of the
night He will come.  But, nev-
ertheless, we know He’s com-
ing.  And, because we know,
we will be ready for Him, even
if that means that we are go-
ing to sit
awake and
watch the
whole night
long, which,
really, we
are called to
do.  We may
not know in
what watch
of the night
the thief
comes, but
he comes.  And we are not as
the wicked world who sleeps
in its unbelief.  We will be
sitting there awake and watch-
ing for Christ, that He might
not catch us unprepared.

And all this is true be-
cause we know perfectly of
Christ’s coming.  We ought not
to overlook the perfect knowl-
edge we have of Christ’s com-
ing that Paul speaks of here in
verse 2.  It is not just the
knowledge about some facts of
Christ’s coming.  It is not some
kind of human deduction we
have made for ourselves that
Christ comes again.  It is a
perfect knowledge.  It is a
knowledge of faith, a knowl-
edge of Christ’s coming that
the people of this world do not
have.  When the wicked man

is warned and instructed con-
cerning the swift and sudden
return of Christ, he does not
believe.  His reasoning is
blinded by unbelief.  He knows
and yet he does not know that

Christ comes
again.  He knows
about it but he
does not believe
it.  And for that
reason, too,
Christ will come
upon that unbe-
lieving man sud-
denly and unex-
pectedly.  Then
Christ’s coming
will overtake

him with sudden destruction.
But you and I have been

given a perfect knowledge that
Christ is coming.  We know He
comes soon and suddenly.  And
we, by all means, believe it.
We may, at times, grow weary.
We may, at times, be not so
alert.  But we know perfectly
that Christ is coming and that
we must watch.

That blessed truth Paul
emphasizes in verse 5:  “Ye
are all the children of light,
and the children of the day:
we are not of the night, nor of
darkness.”  We are children of
the light.  Oh, we were at one
time children of the darkness,
lost in our unbelief.  It is true,
sin had hold of our hearts.
Our hearts and minds were
darkened to this truth.  We

We will be
ready for Him,

even if that means
that we are going

to sit awake
and watch

the whole night long.
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present world appeals to our
natures.  It lures us away from
God and the sheepfold and into
the wilds of unbelief.  You
know, the strange part of it is,
we know the danger that lurks
out there.  We know it is out
there, and yet we just need to
taste of it for ourselves.

All we like sheep have
gone astray.  Oh, how we stray!
If only we
could sit
back and
e v a l u a t e
ourse lves
to see what
we look like
in God’s sight!  I mean, when
we evaluate the sheep, we
could almost laugh at the
sheep when they simply wan-
der off from the flock and into
the wilds.  How foolish of them.
Cannot they see what they are
doing?  How foolish are we, oh
sheep of God’s pasture?  How
foolish you and I can be.

What really strikes me
about this passage is this:  How
pointed it is when describing
you and me.  Isaiah tells us
that “we have turned every
one to his own way.”  What a
vivid description of us as far
as our sinful flesh is concerned.
Every time we sin, we deliber-
ately turn away from the mark
of God’s law and word and aim
our lives in another direction.
God’s Word is so, so clear!  It
tells us how we are to live.  It

tells us what is right doctrine.
It is a sheep’s goad.  But when
we hear that word, then our
flesh kicks against the pricks.
And, for some absurd reason,
we think our own way is bet-
ter than God’s.  We turn away
from His ways that are righ-
teous and true, and we think
that our way is better.  When
we stray, it is only because we

would rather do what is
right in our own eyes
than what is right in
God’s eyes.  We can do
that as individuals so
often in our lives.

We can even do that
as a flock, as churches.  We
fail to see what God’s Word
clearly teaches us and we turn
away from it and we seek the
lie rather than the truth.

You see how much like
sheep we are?  God tells us
what we must do.  And we say,
“No, God, I think that if I do it
this way it is better for me.”
So we get ourselves into a bind
in doing it our way.  Then, you
would think that we would
turn back to God again, but we
find that we are lost.  And we,
in hardness, refuse to turn
back.  For that reason, too, we
think that we know best how
to get ourselves out of the
trouble and heartache we have
gotten ourselves into.  The only
way that we return to the pas-
ture, the only way that we
come back into the sheepfold

lived in the night of sin.  We
could not know, neither did
we even desire to know, about
God and about the things of
the kingdom of heaven.  Of the
times and the seasons we could
not know because God had not
revealed them to us.  That is
true of countless throngs of
people today.  Our world is
lost in the darkness of sin and
unbelief.  These are the chil-
dren of the night to which our
text refers, those still stum-
bling about in their unbelief.

But God has been gra-
cious, has He not?  He proves
in the hearts and lives of
people yet today that He is a
gracious God, because He gra-
ciously has poured out into
our hearts the light of salva-
tion.  He has laid the burden of
sin and unbelief on the shoul-
ders of Christ.  And Christ
carried away the burden of our
sin on the cross.  He earned
there, for God’s people, the gift
of faith.  Included in that faith
is a certain knowledge that
Christ returns as a thief in the
night.  And we watch for Him.
We know that the time of
Christ’s return is getting very,
very close.  We are tense, we
are anxious, in our anticipa-
tion that pretty soon the thief
will appear, and we must not
allow ourselves to be unpre-
pared when our home is bro-
ken into.

How can we say that

Christ’s coming is very close?
Because we know the times
and the seasons.  God has re-
vealed to us the times and the
seasons.  The times—the
Greek term translated “times”
here in verse 1 is the word
that we use for chronology or
chronological.  When we use
that term, in our own lan-
guage, it refers to a sequence
or succession of events that
take place in time.  When we
put something in chronologi-
cal order, for example, we are
putting it in the sequence of
events in which it occurred.
What our text here means,
therefore, is that we are given
to know perfectly the sequence
of events that take place in
the history and development
of this world.  We have been
given a knowledge and under-
standing of the order of events
that take place in history.  We
know that all of history is or-
dered by God from eternity.
We know that God has ordered
all things in such a way that,
through them, the salvation
of the church will be accom-
plished and God will glorify
His name.  He created all
things for that reason.  Man
fell into sin for that reason.
Christ has come for that rea-
son.  The church is defended,
guided, and preserved for that
reason.  And the end of the
world will come for that rea-
son.  Every event in creation
and history leads to that per-

All we like sheep
have gone astray.
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ture that is in the sheep is in
us.  Ingrained in our natures,
in our sin-
ful flesh,
is this
tendency
to stray.
All we
like sheep
have gone
astray.

The nation of Israel in the
days of Isaiah had, as a whole,
strayed from God.  This was
true as far as her individual
citizens were concerned too.
Everyone had turned away
from God and was wandering
about in sin and rebellion.  So
these words of Isaiah came to
the flock of the church, the
flock of Israel at that time,
and declared that they, as
sheep, had strayed.  Isaiah, in
this passage, stresses both the
organic as well as the indi-
vidual straying that was go-
ing on.  He does that in the two
phrases of this verse.  First
phrase:  “All we like sheep
have gone astray”—all of us
together, as a whole, have
strayed from Jehovah, he says.
And then in the second phrase:
“We have turned every one to
his own way”—each of us has
turned to his own way, and
each of us has strayed indi-
vidually from God.

Such is what, so often,
characterizes the church of
Jesus Christ today.  On the

one hand, each of us must rec-
ognize that it is in our own

flesh, our own sinful
nature, to stray from
God and His precepts.
Every time we sin, we
stray.  Every time we
violate God’s will for us,
we are straying away
from the presence of the

shepherd.  And we fail to see
just how foolish we are when
we do stray.  We are the flock
of the living God who has cho-
sen us as His sheep.  And as
long as we remain under His
watchful care, we are safe and
secure.  There is safety to be
found within the fold, that is,
within the confines of the
church.  God sees to it that our
needs are taken care of.  He
leads us and directs us by His
Word in right paths, paths that
lead to life, peace, and joy.
While under the eye of God we
are protected from our en-
emies, who would seek to lure
us from God and pull us down
to hell.

But we are foolish sheep.
And that foolishness is rooted
in the principle of depravity or
sin that is still found in our
flesh.  The upshot of our fool-
ishness is that we stray.  We
so often stray.  Where?  Who
knows!  There are so many
and varied possibilities of
straying in this world.  Who
can begin to know where we
go?  The sinfulness of this

fect end.  We are given to know
the times.

And we are given to know
the seasons.  That term refers
to a certain fixed period of
time.  We know the various
periods of fixed times in this
world.  We know of the time of
the prediluvian world, that is,
the world before the Flood.  We
know the time from the Flood
to the establishment of that
nation and the kingdom of Is-
rael.  We know of the period of
time from the establishment
of Israel to the coming of Jesus
Christ.  We know of the time
or the period in history of the
new dispensation, that is,
when Christ ascended into
heaven and when He comes
again at the end of time.  And
we know as well what indi-
cates the close of that final
period of time.  We will be
watching the signs that indi-
cate that this period of time on
God’s chronological time clock
is coming to a close.

The Bible everywhere
gives the signs that point us
to the imminent return of
Christ.  We are given to know
what will transpire in history
before Christ returns.  The
Bible reveals those signs to
us.  We see those signs in
creation.  We see those signs
in the development of the na-
tions.  We see those signs in
the church.  God’s Word indi-
cates to you and to me what

will happen.  And we watch
these signs as they develop in
creation and in the nations in
order that we might be pre-
pared for the coming of Jesus
Christ.

In this regard, let us not
forget the command that we
also receive in verse 6:  “There-
fore let us not sleep, as do
others; but let us watch and be
sober.”  That command is
based upon the knowledge that
we have of Christ’s coming.  It
is based on the fact that we
know He comes suddenly and
unexpectedly, at a time when
no man knows.  And that com-
mand is this:  “Do not sleep
and do not be drunken, but
watch and be sober.  Always
be prepared, for we do not
know the watch of the night in
which the thief will appear.
Sit and watch.  Every hour of
the night.”

Oh, that very error of those
who wish to predict a certain
hour in which Christ comes is
exposed in these verses.  If I
knew that the thief was going
to come at 4:00 in the morn-
ing, then I need not worry for
the rest of the night, just so I
am ready at that particular
time for him.  If I knew exactly
when the birth of my baby was
going to take place, as some do
today of course, then I need
not worry about the labor
pains until that particular
time.  If I knew exactly the

The same nature
that is in the sheep

is in us.
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that Scripture uses this figure
to describe us as God’s people.

Now, as we mentioned, it
is not this relationship that
stands on the foreground in
this verse.  Isaiah speaks of us
as sheep in order to illustrate
a flaw in us, a particular sin
problem that we have in our
lives.  And that sin problem is
the fact that we are so apt to
stray from God and His Word
and commandments.  You see,
sheep are not very smart crea-
tures.  In fact, sheep are down-
right foolish.  They have it
very good within the confines
of the flock, under the watch-
ful care of the shepherd.  The
shepherd protects the sheep
from wild animals and from
thieves who would steal them
away.  The shepherd sees to it
that the sheep are properly
fed and nourished.  He leads
them into green pastures and
beside still waters so that they
can graze and drink in safety.
Within the confines of the flock
is found peace, happiness, and
security.  If a sheep had any
kind of understanding, he
would know that in the flock is
contained everything he needs
for a good life.

But sheep are stupid.
They are.  They are foolish.
They lack contentment, it
seems.  And every opportu-
nity they find, they stray.  It
seems to be in the very nature
of a sheep to stray.  Where?

Who knows!  Just so he can get
out of the flock and strike out
on his own.  And he chafes
when the shepherd, with his
staff, prods him back into the
fold.  He kicks against the
pricks.  Once admonished and
back in the flock, he knows he
is the happiest there.  But it is
not long and that sheep loses
his contentment and starts to
wander again.  He strays.  So
naïve is that sheep that he
takes no note of where he wan-
ders.  He does not look to see
the way he wandered so that
he can find the flock back again
in some way.  He just mean-
ders away until he finds him-
self totally lost.  The only way
he will get back to the flock is
if the good shepherd makes a
point of going out and seeking
him.

Not only that, but where
he wanders often leads him
into dangerous places.  Do not
forget, the bear and the wolf
are around, always waiting to
devour the helpless sheep.
And the sheep, totally oblivi-
ous to this danger, will often
wander right into the clutches
of these wild beasts.  They are
foolish.  It is in their very na-
ture.  It is ingrained in them.

Now, Isaiah tells us to take
a hard look at the example,
and then, as believers, to take
a hard look at ourselves.  You
are those sheep, God tells us
in this verse.  The same na-

year, month, day, and hour
that Christ will return, then I
would have no reason to watch
right now.  All I would have to
do is sit and wait until that
time, and then,
rather hurriedly
and quickly, pre-
pare myself so I
am ready.  There
would be no need
to ready myself
right now, every
day.  That is why
Christ does not
reveal, any-
where, the exact
time of His com-
ing.  He does not
want us to know.
And He does not
want us to know,
so that right
now, today, and
tomorrow, and
every day of our
lives, we might
prepare our-
selves for His
coming.  He
wants us to live every day of
our lives as if Christ is coming
tomorrow.  Always we must be
prepared.  Always we must be
anticipating His return—and
that, in order that we might
walk a holy life in this world.

We must be sober, not
drunken with the delights of
this world and the pleasures
of this world.  Our minds must
be clear and bright.  Our spiri-

tual senses must be honed so
that we watch the signs around
us and read them correctly, in
order to understand the com-
ing of Christ.  Our lives must

be filled with
spiritual con-
cerns.  Every
day we must
busy ourselves
in the study of
God’s Word.  We
must busy our-
selves in wor-
ship and in
prayer.  All of
that equips us
to be sober and
makes our eye-
sight clear.
Then we will
watch.  We will
stand in these
last times with
our eyes wide
open, and we
will be waiting
every day, all
day.

The thief comes.  Are you
prepared to meet him when he
comes?  If the goodman is pre-
pared, the thief will not catch
him unawares.  Are you pre-
pared for Christ’s coming?  Can
He come tomorrow and will
you be ready to meet your
Lord?  Watch.  He comes.  Pre-
pare.  Then we will be ready
when Jesus comes.

Let us pray.

That is why
Christ does not

reveal, anywhere,
the exact time

of His coming....
He does not

want us to know,
so that right now,

today, and
tomorrow, and

every day
of our lives,

we might
prepare ourselves
for His coming.
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And as such, he says, “All we
like sheep have gone astray.”

Now, it is true that when
Isaiah speaks of us as sheep
he limits this comparison to
what sheep are apt to do as
sheep, that is, stray from the
shepherd.  But there is more
to this figure than what first,
perhaps, meets the eye.  God’s
people are spoken of here as
sheep.  The questions is:  Why
this particular figure of sheep?
Why are we known here, and
really in all of Scripture, as
sheep?  The answer is:  Be-
cause of the perfect analogy
there is between the church of
Jesus Christ and a flock of
sheep.

The Psalms testify beau-
tifully to the truth that God’s
people are, indeed, the sheep
of God’s pasture.  We read of
that in Psalm 100:3 and Psalm
95:7.  And let us not forget the
well known 23rd Psalm, which
begins:  “The Lord is my Shep-
herd.”  Scripture refers to the
church as a whole, organically,
as the flock of God.  Together
we make up the sheep of God.
And not only does Scripture
refer to the Old Testament
church in this way, but to the
New Testament church as
well.  You know, some men
create a division between the
Old Testament people of God
and the church of the New
Testament.  Scripture does not
do this.  The church of the Old

and New Testaments alike
make up the one flock of God.
The people of God of all ages
are God’s sheep.

This figure, therefore, is
used throughout Scripture to
show the unique relationship
that exists between God and
His people.  And that is why,
too, we say that the sheep in
the verse we consider today do
not include every person in
this world.  God’s people are
His sheep.  Jesus says of those
sheep in John 10:  “I know my
sheep; and I am known of mine.
My sheep hear my voice and I
give unto them eternal life.”
That is very exclusive.  God as
the Shepherd stands before
His sheep.  He has chosen them
to be His own.  And He there-
fore loves them.  In fact, God
has loved and chosen His sheep
from all eternity.  He has called
them by name.  He has, by His
grace, placed those sheep into
His flock.  In this life He leads
them and protects them and
preserves them as His own.
Just as a shepherd guides his
flock, He calls to those sheep.
And we, the sheep, follow Him,
just as a flock of sheep hear
the voice of their master and
follow him.  He loves them and
they love him.  There is no one
they love more or trust more
than their own good shepherd.
And this is true of us, just as
really as it is true of a flock of
sheep.  So it is not strange

Father, we thank Thee
that Thou dost reveal to us the
times and the seasons, and
that we can see by the signs
around us that Christ comes.
We do not know when.  We
pray therefore that Thou wilt
teach us to be diligent in pre-
paring ourselves for the com-
ing of our Lord and Savior,

living the life of holiness be-
fore Thee.  Where we falter
and fail along life’s pathway
and grow weary of watching,
we pray, forgive.  But equip us
by Thy Spirit and grace, so
that we might look for the re-
turn of Christ.  In His name
we pray, Amen.




