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They will know what is going
on with their child.

The Christian school, fur-
ther, is one that has a great
passion for holiness—holiness
of life, devoted Christian life
for their students and teach-
ers.  The education that they
provide is not simply a build-
ing, not simply in books.  But it
is how the student will live,
how the student will live with
fellow classmates.  A Chris-
tian school is the place where
character is molded, where
teachers understand that they
will have a profound impact
upon the life of their students.
And the students, covenant
students, will act as friends of
God with each other.  Having
received of God a gracious
friendship in Jesus Christ, they
will be taught and encouraged
to live as friends with each
other.  They will be respectful,
thoughtful, compassionate,
kind one with another.  It will
show.  You will feel it.  You will
sense it within the school.  You
will see that everybody in this
school is concerned about godly
character, that their lives be
shaped to the honor and the
glory of God.  That is a good
Christian school.

These are some of the fea-
tures, then, of a covenant
Christian school:  Clear com-
mitment to the truth of Holy
Scripture, God-centered teach-
ing, a striving after excellence,

parental involvement, per-
sonal godliness and holiness.

Yes, even the best Chris-
tian schools, reaching unto
these truths, fall short.  Now,
remember, if you and I join
such a school, by our joining
it, that Christian school can-
not be perfect.  All we need to
do is to look at ourselves.  But
they are a blessing.  They are
worth all the sacrifice.  They
are a great good.  By God’s
grace God gives such schools,
which are great treasures, to
us.  Let us pray for them.  Let
us encourage those who are
laboring in them to establish
such a Christian school.  May
God prosper us with such
schools and families in estab-
lishing them.  And may God
unite our hearts as parents in
the thrill and in the joy of
teaching our children to know
and to trust in God.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for
Thy Word to us.  As we begin
another year of schooling, we
ask for Thy blessing.  Remind
us as parents that this is our
calling, our privilege, and our
responsibility from God.  May
our hearts feel a great burden,
as those who have been made
alive in Christ, to teach our
children the glorious truths of
Thee.  We pray in Jesus’ name,
Amen.
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Dear radio friends, with his wife, it is better not to
marry.”  That is, Christ’s view
of marriage was so enormously
different from what they had
been taught that they could
not imagine that it was a good
thing.  And so it is unless you
are given ears to hear and
hearts to understand.

If that was the case when
Jesus lived, how much more is
the magnificent and holy view
of Jesus for marriage unintel-
ligible to the world in which
we live.  Our age, man’s idol, is
self.  The main doctrine of our
age:  do as you please.  The
central worship of our age:
entertainment.  The shrines
of our age:  TV and movies.
And the most sought-after act:
uninhibited sexual inter-
course.  Such a generation will
scoff at Jesus and His view of
marriage when He teaches
that marriage is God’s bond,
for life, of one man and one
woman.  They will find that
message unintelligible.  And
Jesus would say also to this
generation:  Not every one can
receive this saying, but only
those to whom it is given:  he
that is able to receive it, let
him receive it (Matt. 19:11,
12).

We begin today a series on

The truth of marriage is al-
ways urgent.  Always the

truth of marriage needs to be
preached and taught.  There
has never been a generation
that held marriage highly
enough.  There has never been
a generation that honored
marriage as the holy institu-
tion of God.  How much more
is that the case with our
present generation?

There is a deep chasm be-
tween the biblical truth of
marriage and the world’s view
of marriage.  And the differ-
ence is gargantuan.  Our age
is the age of living together, of
homosexuality, of take-it-or-
leave-it marriage, of uninhib-
ited sexual intercourse.  Our
age holds marriage as given
by God in contempt.  The bib-
lical truth and vision of mar-
riage is ludicrous to most
people today.

This was also the case in
Jesus’ day.  When Jesus, in
Matthew 19, gave a glimpse of
the magnificent view God has
willed for the marriage of His
people, the disciples responded
and said to Him in verse 10:
“If such be the case with a man
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physical sciences in such a
school will seek to investigate
the physical universe as fash-
ioned by God’s power and a
demonstration of His glory.
The life sciences within such a
school will study the wonder-
ful diversity, construction, and
function of all of God’s crea-
tures.  The social sciences and
languages will examine how
God calls us to communicate
with each other, to build each
other up, and to express our
thoughts in love.  The arts and
the music within such a school
will provide opportunities to
respond to the beauty and to
the design God has placed in
the creation.  All will be aimed
at bringing the student and
the teacher to stand in awe of
God and to say, “My God, how
wonderful Thou art!”

A Christian school, then,
is not a place where the Bible
class teaches that the universe
is governed by God’s will, while
the science class teaches that
the universe is controlled by
natural law.  It is not a school
in which the children in choir
will be singing “Beautiful Sav-
ior, King of creation,” and then
in the chemistry class will be
taught to deny the Creator by
being taught a form of evolu-
tion.  A Christian school tells
students why they should live,
for whom they should live,
what it means to live:  God,
and God alone!

There will be more fea-
tures.  Let me mention some
of them only in passing.  Such
a covenant Christian school
will not be mediocre.  It will
call students to use and to de-
velop the abilities and talents
that they have.  The school
will not simply “dumb things
down” to make the student feel
better about himself, but each
child will be met at his level of
ability and be aided to be
thankful for what God has
given him and to use what God
has given to him.  Another
way of saying this is that each
child shall be taught the joy of
faithful stewardship of his own
abilities and talents.

Further, it will be a school
that will be very friendly to
families.  Parents will be wel-
come.  And parents will be
seen as the primary educators
of the children.  The teacher
will not see himself or herself
as a replacement but as the
parents’ tool, and the parent
will be involved in construc-
tive, mature, and helpful ways,
making the school the very
best that it can be.  It will be
covenantal.  It will be fellow-
ship.  It will be humble, re-
spectful fellowship with each
other, with administrator,
teachers, parents, and stu-
dents.  Parents will talk with
teachers.  They will work to-
gether.  They will go on field
trips together with the class.

marriage, the family, God’s
covenant, and living for the
glory of God.  We begin by
confessing that
our own sin and
selfishness so cor-
rupts us that we
need the grace of
God if we are to
feel the wonder of
God’s purpose for
marriage.  We
need the Word of
God, by the Holy
Spirit, to open our eyes.  We
need the grace of God to change
us.

We need that because, not
only are we sinful, but we live
in a world that uses the sacred
word “marriage” to refer to
two men, or two women, joined
together.  It may well be only
a short time before there is
the collapse of our society into
barbarism, and the coming of
the Antichrist.  And in that
age we are called as Chris-
tians and as the church to pro-
claim the greatness and the
glory of marriage.  But that
greatness and that glory are
beyond our ability to feel and
to understand without God’s
revelation in our heart, with-
out the illumination and the
awakening of the Holy Spirit
of Jesus Christ.  We cannot
know marriage; we cannot live
in marriage; we cannot live
godly lives in the family, with-
out learning from God.  We

must sit at the feet of Jesus if
we are to know.  God must set
us free from this self-centered,

G o d - d e -
n y i n g ,
l u s t -
filled, sex-
i n t o x i -
c a t e d
world.  My
prayer is
that the
Word of
God alone

may then govern us and that
Christ may give us to see what
God has created marriage and
the family to be.

You might say to me,
“Well, pastor, yes, but don’t
you understand?  I need some-
thing more.  I need something
more than just truth from the
Bible.  I need to have my mar-
riage fixed.  I have to have him
changed.  We need some prac-
tical help!  Things are going
downhill.  It doesn’t work just
to bring us simple truths from
the Bible.”

The grace of God, dear
child of God, for you and for
me, begins with His Word.
Jesus said in John 17:7:  “Sanc-
tify them [make them holy,
give them power unto a holy
life] through thy truth:  thy
word is truth.”  The founda-
tions must be laid within our
hearts.  The footings must be
placed within our souls.  We
must be given a place to stand

God must set us free
from this self-centered,

God-denying,
lust-filled,

sex-intoxicated world.
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seen throughout the school.  If
a family is looking for simply
good academics with just a
little religious topping over it,
they will soon discover that
this is not the school for them.
The school will be committed
to teaching students the clear
truth of God, in order that the
student might become fully
devoted as a follower of Jesus
Christ.

What we are saying here
is that Christian education is
not neutral.  It is not a school
that is trying to be neutral
over issues of the truth and
neutral over issues of Jesus.
A Christian school does not
downplay what they stand for
in the name of academic free-
dom or in the hope of increas-
ing enrollment.  But love for
God’s glorious truth revealed
in the Scriptures and stated
in biblical, Reformed creeds
will be expressed in clear and
open commitment.

This will keep the school
from becoming aimless, pur-
poseless, a clone of the secular
school, where nothing is be-
lieved with certainty.  A Chris-
tian school states up-front
what it believes.

Another way of saying this
is that covenant Christian
schools bow before the infal-
lible and inspired Scriptures.
They believe the absolute
truth of the Bible, from cover
to cover.  It is God’s Word writ-

ten.  In such a school the truth
of the Bible will shape the
teaching of every subject and
will provide understanding
unto every aspect of life.  In
such a school the Bible will be
held supreme.  In schools
where the Bible is not the ba-
sis of truth, students are of-
fered plenty of information and
opinions but they are not given
a solid foundation on which to
build their thinking and to
ground their entire life.  Stu-
dents in a good Christian
school will learn what the
Bible says, learn sound doc-
trines, learn church history,
learn every subject (literature,
history, math, science, music,
art) in the light of the Holy
Scriptures.

A Christian school, fur-
ther, has this feature, that it
is God-centered.  You see,
Christian education is not sim-
ply a reaction to prayer-
lessness and godlessness in
the public schools.  But believ-
ing the truth of the Bible, a
Christian school is devoted to
a God-centered approach in life
and learning.  The Bible says
that all things were created
for God’s glory.  The unifying
principle of knowledge is to
know God and His Son Jesus
Christ, which is eternal life.
The Christian school seeks to
humble the mind.  It seeks to
bring the soul into reverence
before the great and the glori-
ous God of salvation.  The

amid the winds of our age and
our own sinful flesh.  We must
come to the Word of God.  And
we must bow without reserva-
tion to it.

I want to show you
today that marriage
was indeed given by
God in the beginning;
that it is an institu-
tion of God; and that
it is God’s doing.

The institution of
marriage for a male
and a female, till
death do them part or
till God do them part, was
God’s doing.  God designed it.
God instituted it.  And God
gave it.  He did that, as re-
corded for us, in Genesis 2.
This is the most basic and foun-
dational truth that can be said
about marriage.  Marriage did
not evolve by society.  Mar-
riage is not a cultural thing.
Marriage is not something
that an old bygone age thought
up and now we may discard.  It
is God’s doing for man and for
woman.  The world rejects
that.  The world scoffs at that.
That is why they treat mar-
riage as they do.  That is why
news publications promote
with glee the latest divorce
and all the rest.  Let this truth
be impressed on our hearts:
Marriage is God’s doing, it is
God’s institution.

First of all, from Genesis
1 and 2, we learn that mar-

riage is God’s doing because it
was for marriage that He cre-
ated the male and the female.
In Genesis 1:27, 28 we are told

that God made
man, made us,
male and fe-
male, in order
that we might
reproduce.  We
read:  “So God
created man in
his own image,
in the image of
God created he
him; male and
female created

he them.  And God blessed
them, and God said unto them
[that is, unto the male and the
female], Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply.”  But what was the rela-
tionship of the male and fe-
male that they were to have to
one another in which they were
to be fruitful and multiply?
God explains that, beginning
in Genesis 2:18ff.  He explains
what His design is for the male
and for the female.  We read in
verse 18 that “the LORD God
said, It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will
make him an help meet for
him.”  God says “Solitude is
not My design.  This is not
good.  I will create a woman.  I
will create a help meet for him,
a help suitable for him, tailor-
made, designed by Me to
complement the man, to com-
plete, to make him full and to
make him whole.”

Let this truth
be impressed

on our hearts:
Marriage

is God’s doing,
it is God’s
institution.
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may taste and see that the
Lord is gracious.

So believing parents of one
faith bind together in a holy
purpose to begin a Christian
school.  Understanding my
calling as a father, which is
given to me as a parent,
I seek out other like-
minded Christians.  We
pool our abilities and
our resources, elect a
board, hire teachers
who share our faith, and
we begin a school in
which the children of
the covenant may be
taught even as God has
taught us.

This includes the covenant
community as we care for our
children born within the
sphere of that community.  Our
commitment in the instruction
of our children is not just for
the children of our own flesh.
This commitment would be
ours if we had no children, or
if our children are now beyond
the age of schooling.  We pos-
sess a love for the children
born in the sphere of the cov-
enant.  If a brother or sister
becomes unable, laid low, we
will help with their children.
Should a brother become ne-
glectful or disobedient, God
willing, we will yet seek to do
all that we can to aid and help
in the instruction of their chil-
dren.  Because of covenant,
because of the living desire

that the children born within
that sphere of God’s gracious
truth might come to know that
truth and embrace it with all
their hearts.

Out of the womb of the
truth of the covenant, Chris-

tian schools
are born.
These Chris-
tian schools,
of course,
will then
have very
d is t inc t ive
f e a t u r e s .
The most dis-
tinctive is

the covenant itself, that is, in
how the children are going to
be viewed and approached.
They will not be viewed as
being outside of the grace and
work of the Holy Spirit.  But
they will be viewed as those
who are to be nurtured, taught,
brought up in the truth of
Jesus Christ, their Savior and
their Lord.

Such schools will have
some clear features.  Let me
mention a few of them.  There
will be a clear commitment to
truth:  biblical, creedal, con-
fessional truth.  Families seek-
ing to have their children en-
rolled in this school will be
told up front that there is a
clear commitment here to a
statement of faith and truth
in the Holy Scriptures.  The
statement of the faith will be

Now note that God did not
then just go and do it.  But as
we read from verse 18 and
following, He caused the ani-
mals to pass, two by two, be-
fore Adam (male and female),
in order that Adam could name
them, and so that Adam could
feel his need of a woman—feel
it in his heart.  We read in
verse 20, after all the animals
passed, “But for Adam there
was not found an help meet for
him.”  And God said, “I’m go-
ing to make someone for you.
But I’m not going to make
someone unimportant.  I’m not
making for you, man, some-
one to use.  I’m going to create
someone that is vitally impor-
tant for you.”  This was God’s
doing.

In verse 21 we read:  “And
the LORD God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept:  and he took one of
his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof; and the rib,
which the LORD God had taken
from man, made he a woman.”
He made the woman from the
man—not from an animal, not
an adaptation from an ani-
mal—but from man, who was
made in the image of God, so
that the woman equally stands
in the image of God.  He made
the woman from the rib of
Adam:  the bone that protects
his vitals, his heart.

Husband, the woman was
not made from the foot-bone of

the man, for you to trample
over.  She was not made from
your head-bone.  She was made
from your rib-bone, whereby
you are taught to love her as
something near to your heart.
She is given to be as a protec-
tion to your tender heart.

Then, when He made the
woman, He brought her to
Adam in marriage, verse 24:
“Therefore a man shall cleave
to his wife and they two shall
be one flesh.”  “And they were
both naked … and not
ashamed,” we read in verse
25.  That is marriage.  Every-
thing led to marriage.  Mar-
riage is God’s design.  It is
God’s doing because He made
the male and the female in
order that He might unite
them in marriage.

Second, from Genesis 2 we
learn that marriage is God’s
doing in that He had the honor
to give Eve to Adam, the honor
of a father.  We read in verse
22:  “And brought her [that is,
Eve] unto the man.”  He did
not hide Eve in the garden and
say, “Adam, go find her.”  But
He was the first Father to give
away the bride.  “This is what
I want for her,” says God.  “This
is what I want for the woman.
I want to give her to this man.”

In a profound sense God
had fathered Eve.  Eve was
His daughter.  He enjoyed her,
He loved her, He cherished
her.  But, though she was His,

Out of the womb
of the truth

of the covenant,
Christian schools

are born.
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children.  God forms His people
from among them.  And these
children—growing up and
serving the Lord, marrying in
the Lord—God works within
their children from generation
to generation, leaving believ-
ing parents with a blessed call-
ing and task:  teach your sons
and your daughters what you
have seen and what you have
learned of Me.

That is the basis of Chris-
tian education:  God saying to
a believing parent, on the ba-
sis of His covenant, “Teach
your son and your daughter
what you have known and seen
and learned of Me.”

Listen to good king
Hezekiah say it in Isaiah
38:19.  In this context,
Hezekiah had been sick, nigh
unto death.  The Lord had re-
stored him and given him the
promise that he would have a
son to sit upon the throne.
And Hezekiah responds in a
psalm, a psalm of his great
distress when he was sick, but
also of his great praise to God
when he was recovered.  He
says this in verse 19:  “The
living, the living, he shall
praise thee, as I do this day:
the father to the children shall
make known thy truth.”
Hezekiah, as I said, had expe-
rienced in a profound and per-
sonal way the wondrous grace
of God.  He had been brought
exceedingly low and had been

brought to see the unshakable
promises of God.  Now those
promises and the grace of God
live within His breast.  They
lived!  “The living, the living
shall make known Thy truth.
The living shall praise Thee.”
A child of God who knows the
glorious truth of God’s grace
to him shall praise God.  And
out of that same impulse, out
of that holy impulse, he will
make known God’s truth to
his children.

The covenant, then, is
this, that when God sheds
forth His light upon you in
Jesus Christ and gives you to
taste and to see that He is
gracious, you will want your
children to know this wonder
with you.  As you love God
and you love your children,
you will desire for your chil-
dren the greatest possible
good, which is to know the
grace of God that you know.

So we read in Psalm 34:
“Come, ye children, hearken
unto me:  I will teach you the
fear of  the LO R D.”   Or,
throughout the book of Prov-
erbs:  “My son, give me thy
heart.”  As a believing fa-
ther, we are not just con-
cerned that our children be-
come electricians or cabinet-
makers or executives—a chip
off the old block.  But we are
concerned that the children
know better than we the won-
derful grace of God, that they

He gave her to this man in a
relationship.  He bound her to
him and called it marriage.
He took her in His own arm
and He gave her to the man.
He did not leave the woman
“out there,” to wait to see what
was going to happen.  But He
gave her to a man to cherish.

We read in our wonderful
form for marriage that is used
in marriage ceremonies this:
“That God witnessed thereby
that He doth, as yet with His
own hand, bring unto every
man his own wife.”  God did
this.  Marriage is God’s doing.
He brought Eve to Adam and
gave Adam Eve.  And God,
ruling over all, brings to every
man his wife
and to every
wife her hus-
band.

T h i r d ,
marriage is
God’s doing
because it
was God who
spoke what
marriage was to be, defined
what marriage was to consist
in.  Verse 24, “Therefore shall
a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife:  and they shall be one
flesh.”  Now who spoke the
words of verse 24 of Genesis
2?  In verse 23 we read, “And
Adam said, This is now bone
of my bones, …she shall be
called Woman.”  Is verse 24,

then, a continuation of Adam’s
words?  Is Adam making the
definition of marriage, that a
man shall leave his father and
mother?  Is a man saying this?
The answer is, No.  Verse 24
was audibly spoken in the
Garden of Eden, at that mo-
ment, by God.  You mean in
the sense that Genesis is the
Word of God and God spoke all
that Word?  Yes, but I mean
specifically that God said that.
Jesus, in Matthew 19, said
that Moses was the inspired
writer of Genesis.  And Jesus
believed that in verse 24 Moses
was indeed inspired to write,
but he wrote down what God
had audibly spoken.

Listen care-
fully as I read
Matthew 19:4, 5:
“And he an-
swered and said
unto them, Have
ye not read, that
he which made
them at the be-
ginning made
them male and

female, and said, For this
cause shall a man leave father
and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife.”  Jesus there makes
plain that it was God who
spoke the words that we find
in Genesis 2:24.  It was almost
like a wedding ceremony.  As a
Father, He gave His daughter
to a man.  A man spoke a vow:
“This is bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh.”  And then it

God, ruling over all,
brings to every man

his wife
and to every wife

her husband.
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Jesus Christ, to love us, to live
with us, to keep us, to bless us,
to dwell within us, and to sanc-
tify us through Jesus Christ
entirely of His grace.  Cov-
enant:  the truth that God gra-
ciously takes wicked, rebel-
lious, sin-laden men and
women and washes them in
the blood of His own Son.  He
renews them by the Holy Spirit
within their hearts and He
draws them to Himself in an
irresistible, saving love.  And
we come to know, cherish, love
the living God.

Then God lives within us
and lives with us and holds us
and instructs us, comforting,
correcting, preserving, forgiv-
ing, and at last perfecting us
in the splendor of heaven.  The
covenant!

God makes this covenant,
according to Scripture, with
believers and their children.
And right there lies the basis
for Christian education.
Christian schools are born out
of the truth that God estab-
lishes His covenant with be-
lievers and their children.

The Bible teaches that God
takes His children out of the
children of believers.  Or you
could put it this way, that God
casts the lines of His eternal,
unconditional, gracious elec-
tion in the generations of be-
lievers.  Or you could put it
this way (this is what we are
saying), when God saves a man

and a woman by grace, He
promises to them that He will
begin to keep covenant with
them—not only with them per-
sonally, but also to work
within their children, calling
these parents now to love and
to nurture their children in
the Holy Scriptures.  When
God saves a man and a woman,
He begins covenant, that is,
He promises that He will work
within their offspring His sav-
ing love and truth.  And so God
would say to Abraham (Gen.
17:7):  “I will be a God to you,
Abraham, and to your children
after you.”  So also the apostle
Peter could say to repentant
believers on the day of Pente-
cost (Acts 2:39):  “For the prom-
ise is unto you and to your
children, that is, to repentant
sinners who have been
brought, by grace, to confess
and repent in Christ and to
possess forgiveness in Christ.
The promise of God is to you
and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as
many as the Lord our God shall
call.”

So God sends forth His
Word.  And that Word calls
sinners to Him.  In the book of
Acts:  Lydia, Cornelius, the
Philippian jailer, the house of
Crispus.  And then God, bring-
ing these adults to Himself in
saving faith, began a work
within their household, within
their children.  The children,
born to believers, are covenant

was God who joined them and
said, “Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife:  and they shall be one
flesh.”

Now the point is this:
When it is said that a man,
you, husband, shall cleave,
hold fast to, your wife, and you
shall live with her and be one
flesh, it was God who said that.
Marriage is God’s design,
God’s will, God’s
i n s t i t u t i o n ,
God’s ordinance.
Not living to-
gether.  That is
not His ordi-
nance.  Not one
flesh sexually
first, outside of
marriage, and
then marriage.  No.  This is
God’s ordinance:  He brings
man and woman, husband and
wife, together in a vow before
Him, declares them married
in His name, and gives them
to live intimately as one flesh.

Finally, we learn from
Genesis 2 that marriage is
God’s institution because be-
coming one flesh is a union
God Himself performs.  This is
the most weighty part of it.
Verse 24 speaks, in the ulti-
mate sense, not of what a man
does in becoming one flesh,
but of what God does.  I want
you to see that with me a mo-
ment.  God has taken a rib

from Adam, made Eve, brought
her to him, and now He joins
them as one flesh.  And if we
turn to Mark 10:7- 9, we read:
“For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother,
and cleave to his wife; and
they twain shall be one flesh:
so then,” Jesus says, “so then
they are no more twain, but
one flesh.  What therefore God
hath joined together, let not
man put asunder.”  Jesus,

there in Mark
10, is quoting
from Genesis
2:24.  To Him,
Genesis 2:24 was
the most impor-
tant verse in the
Bible on mar-
riage.  It was the
foundation.  And
He says that be-

coming one flesh is what God
joins together.

When a couple speak their
vows and consummate their
union sexually, it is not man,
it is not parents, it is not the
pastor, who joins them, but
God.  God joins in marriage.
And because it is God who joins
them in marriage, Jesus draws
the awesome conclusion:  “Let
not man put asunder.”  What,
therefore, God hath joined to-
gether, let not man put asun-
der.

Henceforth, husband and
wife, when you are married,
you go down life’s pathway

Marriage is
God’s design,
God’s will,

God’s institution,
God’s ordinance.
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a Christian school the fact that
students are allowed to pray
there, or that it has a dress
code, or that morals and man-
ners are taught and insisted
upon?  Does a Christian school
relieve parents of their respon-
sibility?  Is it simply a place
where they can send their kids
off to for a while?  Is creation
presented in such a school, as
an explanation of origins, as
well as evolution?  What is a
good Christian school, one that
is truly Christian?

A good Christian school is
a covenant school.  A good
Christian education is a cov-
enant education.  That is, it is
one that is based upon the
biblical teaching (I was just
about to say “a biblical teach-
ing,” but, no, based upon the
biblical teaching) of God’s cov-
enant with believing parents
and their children.  And the
heart of understanding Chris-
tian education is to be found
in an understanding within
your soul of the truth of God’s
glorious covenant of grace with
believers and their children.

Now this will take some
explaining.  So, buckle your
seatbelts—that is, follow very
carefully, or, better, in the
words of Scripture:  gird up
the loins of your mind.

Our Christian faith is built
upon knowledge.  Faith-knowl-
edge for sure, heart-knowledge
for sure, but, nevertheless, a

knowledge taken from Holy
Scripture and that involves the
use of your mind seeking to
absorb biblical truth and prin-
ciples.

I said, a good Christian
education is a covenantal edu-
cation.  Covenant is the truth
that is found in the Holy Scrip-
tures from cover to cover.  I
will offer this definition:  Cov-
enant is the teaching of the
Holy Scripture that it is the
will of the glorious God to
embrace His people in Jesus
Christ within arms of perfect
love and everlasting faithful-
ness.  The Bible uses many
expressions to convey it.  God
says, “I will dwell with you
and be among you; I will abide
with you; I will live within
you; I will be your God and ye
shall be My people.”  God
speaks to us of a relationship
that He makes with His
people, chosen in Jesus Christ
and through Jesus Christ.  But
He speaks of that relationship
in the Bible in terms of fellow-
ship, communion, endear-
ment—in terms of covenant.

Covenant is a living bond
of love and fellowship between
God and us.  As a father lives
with his children in love, as a
husband knows and loves his
wife, so God, in the Scriptures,
says to us:  “I will be a cov-
enant God to you.  You shall
enjoy the blessing of My cov-
enant.”  God wills, through

together.  For God hath joined
you, and God alone is the One
who may separate you, which
He does in death.  Marriage is
God’s institution, God’s design
for one man and one woman
unto death.

The world does not reckon
with this.  And the Christians
in the Christian church today
may act like they do not know
it, like they do not know any-
thing about this.  But it is very
plain.  God has spoken this
plainly in His Word.  It is God
who joins a man to his wife
and a woman to her husband.
God does this.  It is His insti-
tution.  It is God’s doing.  He
made them male and female.
He personally gave away the
first bride.  He spoke the de-
sign and intention of marriage.
And He Himself united and
joins us in marriage.  Mar-
riage is from God.

That is foundational.  That
is the most important thing
for you to understand in your
heart as you bow before the
living and the true God, the
Father of Jesus Christ.  You
must know this and it must be
an awesome thing to you.  This
must be a personal thing to
you.  You  must stand before

God with submissive faith.
This is most sobering.  Mar-
riage is of God.  Your marriage
is of God.  He has joined you
together.  Let not man put
asunder.  It is His doing.  Great
and marvelous, His works are
perfect.  His works are sought
out in wisdom, say the Scrip-
tures.  So it is with your mar-
riage.

This is comfort.  If God
has done it, will not He aid
you?  Will not He stand by to
aid and to assist His own work?
Will not He draw near to a
heart that seeks first simply
to honor Him and to reckon
Him in His works?  Oh, He will
surely give you grace.  Honor
your marriage as it is in truth
from God.  And God will honor
you with abundant grace in
your marriage.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for
Thy Word, and we pray that
the Word may be the founda-
tion of our life, the Word firmly
planted in our hearts and
souls.  Bring it forth to the
glory of Thy name and to our
own comfort and need.  In
Jesus’ name, Amen.




