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be properly understood be-
cause it is so misconstrued by
modern theology today.  You
see, modern theology today is
free-willist.  It foolishly main-
tains that man is somehow
able of his own free will, of his
own ability, to come to Christ.
Christ has died, they say, to
save everyone in this world,
and now it is Christ’s desire to
save everyone.  So He places
before everyone who hears the
preaching this desire.  But
Christ is powerless to save
anyone unless that person,
first of all, by his own free
will, chooses to come to Him or
to follow after Him.  Salva-
tion, therefore, according to
modern theology, is left up to
man.  If he wants to be saved,
then he will come to Christ of
his own will, of his own power,
to get that salvation.  And if
he does not want it, then he
will go his way without Christ.

This conception of coming
to Christ is wrong.  It stands
against the very teaching of
Jesus Christ Himself.  Christ
informs us in John 6:44, “No
man can come to me, except
the Father which hath sent
me draw him:  and I will raise
him up at the last day.”  No
man can come to Me unless
the Father draws him to Me.
And then, later on, in that
same discourse in John 6, this
time in verse 65, Jesus re-
peats that:  “Therefore said I

unto you, that no man can
come unto me, except it were
given unto him of my Father.”
For a man truly to come to
Christ, God must draw that
man to Christ.  And this is
true because no man himself
is able to come to Christ.  He
has no spiritual ability to
come.  He is fallen into sin.
That sin and unbelief have
totally enveloped him.  He
walks about in the darkness
of sin, and the blindness of
unbelief has taken over his
heart.  When the light of sal-
vation in Christ is placed be-
fore him, then he, in the dark-
ness of unbelief, deliberately
turns away from that light.

That is what Jesus tells
Nicodemus in John 3:19-21:
“And this is the condemna-
tion, that light is come into
the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil.  For ev-
ery one that doeth evil hateth
the light, neither cometh
[there is that word ‘come,’
again) to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved.  But
he that doeth truth cometh to
the light, that his deeds may
be made manifest, that they
are wrought in God.”  The only
way, therefore, that a man will
come to Jesus is when God, by
the work of His grace and by
His Spirit, draws a man to
Jesus.  Those, therefore, who
truly come to Jesus are those
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be ignored.  Ignoring it would
result in dire consequences.
We must put on the armor of
God and make a stand in this
evil day.  The urgency of this
command is given us in verse
12:  “We wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high
places.”  God’s people are fight-
ing a battle, a fierce, relent-
less battle against sin.  And
they fight that battle not sim-
ply against sin from within,
but against sin that attacks
us from without as well.  The
battle we carry on is a war not
only with our sinful flesh, not
only with the wicked, unbe-
lieving world that surrounds
us, but with a whole host of
spiritual beings, as we are told
by Paul.  We are warring
against spiritual principalities
and powers.  We are in hand-
to-hand combat with the rul-
ers of darkness.  These are our
spiritual foes.  And these we
must know in order that we
might fight them.

Who are these powers of
darkness to which the apostle
Paul refers in these verses and

Dear radio friends,

Our present life in this
world is a battlefield.

There is no time for spiritual
ease and comfort but only time
for wariness and prepared-
ness.  In our present society,
where it seems that the world
welcomes us and gives us no
trouble, this is easily forgot-
ten.  We are reminded, how-
ever, in Ephesians 6:11, 12
that, no matter what the age
or society, the devil is at large
and is at work to destroy us.
We read of this truth in these
verses of Ephesians 6.  “Put on
the whole armour of God, that
ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil.  For we
wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.”
We must wrestle with the devil
and his fallen host of angels—
in order that we may, above
all, stand faithful to our God.

One cannot miss it.  There
is a certain urgency surround-
ing the command of our text.
It is not a command that can
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the question that we consider
in today’s broadcast.

Christ makes it clear:
“Whosoever will come after
me.”  He addresses all those
who have the desire to come
after Him, all those who will
to come after Him or to follow
Him.  It must be remembered,
however, that though there
may be many people who de-
sire to follow Christ, it is only
those in whom God has worked
by His grace that are true fol-
lowers.  In other words, in or-
der for a man truly to come
after Christ, he must first of
all come to Christ.

Christ Himself had al-
ready declared to the multi-
tudes in Matthew 11, “Come
unto me, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden.”  One cannot
come after Christ, one cannot
follow Christ as a true dis-
ciple, unless, first of all, he
comes to Christ.  And, again,
it is only those who come to
Christ that truly desire to fol-
low after Him.

But this needs some ex-
planation, because we know
that there are many people
who come to Christ as well,
but under false pretenses.
There are those who come to
Christ because they see in Him
the greatest of examples to
follow.  There are others today
who come to Christ because to
speak His name soothes their
consciences while they con-

tinue to walk in their sin.
There are those who come to
Christ because it is lucrative
for them, or because to come
to Him gives them fame and
power in this world.  There are
many who come to Christ for
the wrong reasons.  They have
a terrible misconception of who
Christ is and, therefore, come
to Him wrongly.

There is only one right
reason to come to Christ, and
that is this:  the burden of sin.
Those who truly and sincerely
come to Christ labor and are
heavy laden with sin.  They
have been convicted of their
sin, and, seeing their sin, they
sorrow over it.  They hate it.
They fight against it.  They
are oftentimes overwhelmed
by that sin, so that it becomes
a burden to them.  These come
to Christ because they have
come to believe in Him as the
only One who will save them
from sin and remove the bur-
den that is upon them.  They
come to Christ seeking the for-
giveness of sin and the blessed
peace that comes with justifi-
cation.  They recognize that
the cross of Christ alone cov-
ers their guilt and cleanses
them from all iniquity.  They
consciously and willingly,
therefore, come to Christ.

All other reasons for com-
ing to Christ are wrong and
will never pass the test.  Yet
this coming to Christ must also

of which we ought to be in-
tensely aware?  There is only
one being out of them all that
is identified by name in our
text, and that is the devil, at
the end of verse 11:  “That we
might be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil.”

We ought to take note of
that fact, first of all.  The Bible
does not identify anywhere any
fallen angel other than Satan.
That some try to identify other
powers of darkness is wrong.
It is the vain invention of man’s
foolish and superstitious
imagination.  Satan is identi-
fied for us by name, however.
He is so because the devil, or
Satan, stands at the top of the
ranks of fallen angels.  He is
the prince of the power of the
air, the most powerful, there-
fore, of all the rulers of dark-
ness.  He it was who, soon
after his creation, led a large
part of the angelic world in
rebellion against God, in or-
der to usurp God’s authority
and seat.  Ever since, Satan
heads his host of fallen an-
gels, called devils, in order to
attempt to accomplish that
same purpose.

Now just think of that for
a moment.  We are in combat
with the devil himself, a devil
who, we are told, walks about
as a roaring lion seeking whom
he may devour.  How are you
fighting?  Can you take on the
strength, the prowess of the

devil?  Well, he is, first of all
and foremost, our adversary.
Each day of our lives we are
called to battle against him or
those who are under him.  He
looks us in the eye and he
defies us.  And he defies the
living God whom we serve.

Now, that is just one of the
foes that we fight—the mighti-
est of them, for sure, but only
one.  Already at this point we,
or at least I, begin to feel a bit
helpless.  We must not forget
the host of fallen angels that
Satan has under his rule.
These make up, together with
Satan, the spiritual foes
against which we are called to
fight.  This passage describes
this host of devils in three
ways.  There are three mat-
ters it deals with as regards
our enemy.  First of all, this
foe against which we war, we
are told in verse 12, is made
up of principalities and pow-
ers.  These terms point out to
us the fact that the devil’s host
is organized and powerful.  It
is made up of various ranks of
demons.  There are high-rank-
ing devils who have authority
over other devils who, in turn,
have authority over still other
devils.  All these devils them-
selves are very powerful.  They
have great strength and abil-
ity to fight the spiritual war-
fare.  They are “powers” of
darkness who, like their
prince, are much mightier
than we.
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Rome.  There were few, pre-
cious few, who followed Jesus
because He was the Christ,
the Son of the living God, who
had come to seek and to save
that which was lost.

In the instruction that we
receive, Jesus points out that
to be His true disciple is not
an easy matter.  It places upon
a person some very serious
requirements.  And to fulfill
these requirements takes con-
viction of heart.

Following Jesus, to many,
is merely preference.  It is con-
venient.  It might even be the
popular thing to do.  But when
they find out that following
Christ places them in some
pretty difficult straits, they
turn away from Him and take
the easy road.  Following
Christ is a matter of convic-
tion, that is, a heart that is
willing to follow Christ no
matter what the consequences
might be personally.  That is
why we say that Christ places
before us a most difficult re-
quirement.

What is it, to be a disciple
of Christ—not just any dis-
ciple, but a true disciple?  What
must we do if we desire truly
to follow after Christ?  That is

Secondly, we are told in
our text that these fallen rul-
ers are, in fact, the rulers of
the darkness of this world, or
literally, they are cosmic rul-
ers of dark-
ness.  Now
we are not
s p e a k i n g
here of the
literal dark-
ness of the
nighttime,
so that we
must think
of these devils as only coming
at night and then fighting
against us.  This passage of
God’s Word speaks of spiri-
tual darkness.  You see, God is
light, and everything that be-
longs to Him and proceeds
from Him is light.  That light
is the shining forth of God’s
holiness and perfection.  It is
all that is good and right.  And
darkness is the opposite of
light.  It signifies all that which
is evil and depraved.  It is the
lie as opposed to the truth,
wrong as opposed to right.  The
enemy against which we fight
is made up of those who rule
and direct the evil and deprav-
ity of this world.  They are the
darkness of this world, the
powers of darkness.  And these
powers persuade and lead sin-
ful, unbelieving men to accom-
plish their evil designs and
purposes.  The world of dark-
ness and unbelief is under the
command of Satan and his

host.  Wicked, unbelieving
man is Satan’s ally.

Finally, Paul describes the
fallen angels as spiritual wick-
edness in high places.  This

description of these
powers of darkness
makes me shutter.
You know, if I had to
fight hand-to-hand
an enemy I could see,
that would be fright-
ening enough.  If I had
to fight against flesh
and blood it would be

disconcerting enough, espe-
cially if I knew that the man I
fought against was bigger and
stronger than I.  But God’s
people are called to fight
against spiritual wickedness
in high places.  That is to say,
we must wage a warfare with
depraved beings of a totally
different dimension—those
belonging to a spiritual realm.
These are beings, powerful and
organized beings, that carry
on their battle with us from a
higher plane, an invisible
realm, from high places.  And
when I think about fighting
these spiritual powers of dark-
ness, I begin to feel so utterly
helpless.  I mean, how do I
fight them?  What are they
doing to destroy me?  I cannot
see their moves.  So it is al-
most in panic that I start flail-
ing my arms about, battling
the air, in a wild attempt to
combat the foe.  I feel so help-
less.  How can I possibly win

Dear Radio Friends,

Our Savior, in Mark 3:34,
places before us a most

difficult requirement.  We read
there what it is to be a true
disciple of Jesus Christ.  “And
when he had called the people
unto him with his disciples
also, he said unto them, Who-
soever will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me.”  This
is not an ideal, that is, some-
thing for which we must only
strive but never are able to
achieve.  It is a requirement.
In this statement of Christ we
learn what it is to be a true
disciple of Him.

In Jesus’ day, as well as in
our own, there were throngs of
people that followed Christ
everywhere.  For a while it
had gotten to a point where
every waking hour of the day
Jesus had people surrounding
Him.  But in Jesus’ day, as
well as in our own, we know
that many of these people fol-
lowed Jesus for carnal reasons.
Perhaps they were amazed at
His miracles, or they thought
that He was the One who was
going to be that great deliv-
erer from the oppression of

They are “powers”
of darkness who,
like their prince,

are much mightier
than we.
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this personal confession of the
apostle Paul.

Let us not forget that this
is a personal confession that
the apostle makes.  For you
and me to join with him in
such a confession requires that
we, even as he, live in faith.
Faith is always necessary in
order for us to make such a
confession.  With the heart we
believe, and with the mouth
we confess.  When we doubt
the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ or when, in un-
belief, we are really not all
that thrilled with the knowl-
edge of Christ, when our spiri-
tual life is placed on a back
burner and the things of this
world take priority for us, if
Bible reading and prayer are
not worth the time of day to
us, then this confession can
hardly be ours.  Then the bal-
ance, you see, begins to swing
in the wrong direction.  Unbe-
lief does not bring such a con-
fession to Paul’s lips.  And
unbelief will not bring it to
ours either.  On the contrary,
it will bring just the opposite.
We will wish to gain all things
and we will count the knowl-
edge of Christ as dung.  If you
and I begin to place more value
on the things of this world, if
you and I begin to place more
value on our own works rather
than what Christ has done for
us in this life, the balance will
reflect that.  If we see the
knowledge of Christ as excel-

lent, over and above every-
thing else in this life, the bal-
ance will reflect that, too.

So we examine our lives
and we ask ourselves, “Can we
make the same personal con-
fession that the apostle Paul
makes here?”  “Yea, doubt-
less,” we say.  “Without a doubt
I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord.”
That is our confession.

And we will always count
these things but dung, because
nothing is more precious to us
as children of God than Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Is that our
faith?  And in that faith, do we
make that confession?  Then
in that faith you and I have
just won Christ.

Let us pray.
Father, we ask of Thee

that Thou wilt work in our
hearts by Thy Spirit and grace
so that we can see the riches
that are found only in Jesus
Christ alone, and that, in find-
ing those riches, we can say in
our own lives that they are of
far greater value to us than
anything else in this life, and
that we are willing to lose all
in order that we might gain
Christ.  Make that the confes-
sion of our hearts in order that
we might make that the con-
fession of our lips, too.  Bless
us today by Thy Word, for
Jesus’ sake, Amen.

in battle against such over-
whelming odds?

Now you understand the
urgency of the command of
these verses we are consider-
ing.  We are weaklings, so frail
in comparison to our foes.  How
will we be able to war against
them?  And yet, war we must.

But to battle
the enemy, we must
not only know who
he is, but what is
his method of war-
fare, his battle tac-
tics, as well.  We
are warned of this
in the last part of
verse 11.  We must
be able to stand
against the wiles of
the devil, or, literally, the
methods that the devil uses.
What are these methods?

In the first place, they are
highly spiritual.  Satan and
his host do not carry on a physi-
cal or even a visible battle with
God’s angels or with us.  Many
superstitious people and their
vivid imaginations claim to see
both angels and devils locked
in some kind of mortal combat
with each other.  There are
even books out there that like
to portray this kind of thing.
That is not the method of war-
fare that Satan carries on.  It
is invisible and it is highly
spiritual.  Satan and his host
of fallen angels are interested
in our souls.  Their desire is to

draw us away from God and
into the arms of this present
world of darkness and unbe-
lief.  They do not want to kill
us physically.  They do not
want to hack us in pieces and
be rid of us.  They want us to
forsake the way of truth and
right and join forces with them.

So their in-
tent is spiri-
tual.  They
come to us
from within
and without
in order to
turn us from
that which
is good to do
the evil.  So
our struggle

against them is spiritual as
well.

In the second place, the
method of achieving their goal
is that of deceit and falsehood.
The methods of Satan are sin-
fully shrewd.  They are wiles.
Such is the meaning of “devil”
itself.  It means “liar.”  The
power of darkness will use
every means at his disposal to
make the dark to appear as
light and the light to be seen
as darkness.  These powers
will attempt to make evil look
good to us and the good appear
as evil.  And they will do this
through falsehood and deceit.
“Has God told you not to eat of
the tree of knowledge, of good
and evil?  He knows that the
day you eat of it you will be as

They come to us
from within
and without

in order to turn us
from that which is
good to do the evil.
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in order to experience those
blessings, we have to come
before God in faith.  Since the
knowledge of Christ was ex-
cellent to him, and since all
else was dung, surely Paul
would reach out after the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of
Jesus Christ.  And, in this way,
he willed to win Christ.  In
fact, looking upon the things
of this earth—his place, all
that he had been given—he is
bold to say that he counts all
of these things but loss.  He
believes that the things of this
world can only bring disrepair
and cause damage to
his one true desire,
his one true aim or
goal.  They are dam-
aging, while the
knowledge of Christ
is excellent.

And that is true,
too.  It is exactly
when we win Christ that we
will lose all things.  For Him,
for Christ, Paul says, I have
suffered the loss of all things.
And I have suffered the loss of
all things exactly because I
belong to Jesus Christ.  How
did Paul lose all things?  Look
at who he was.  He had a name
in Israel.  He had a title.  He
was a Pharisee, a teacher, well
respected, of high rank among
the Israelites.  He lost it all.
He lost his possessions.  And
ultimately, Paul lost his life
for Christ.

Paul did not, of himself,
give up his Jewish excellen-
cies, but Christ made him lose
them on that road to Dam-
ascus.  We ourselves do not
just simply give up the things
of this world.  But when we are
drawn to Jesus Christ, often-
times we lose these things.  By
working in us the desire to
gain only His benefits and
gifts, He also so works in us
that everything else is subser-
vient to this.  We are willing to
give them all up for Christ.
“For me to live is Christ, but to
die is gain,” Paul states in

Philippians
1:21.  That is
all that
counts.  All
the rest of
the things in
this life are
peripheral.
Even our life

itself is nothing in comparison
to winning Christ.

Now, that does not mean,
of course, that we must dis-
pose of all of our possessions
or rid ourselves of the titles
that we have in this life.  But
we certainly must be willing
to give them up for Christ’s
sake.  Which would we rather
gain?  Would we like the riches,
the fame of this world?  Or do
we prefer the riches that are
in Christ Jesus?  Which is more
appealing to you and to me?
That is the question that we
confront in connection with

gods yourself, knowing good
and evil.  He says you will die?
Ha!  You will not die!”

Liar!  But Satan suc-
ceeded, did he not?  Adam and
Eve were convinced and fell
into sin.  And the devil, who is
the father of the lie, has con-
tinued his battle ever since.
The same is true of us.  New
houses?  Property?  Luxury?
Vacations?  Fun?  Ha, these
are not sin.  On the contrary,
these are the things that
count.  That is what matters.
These will give you true joy
and happiness in this life.

Liar!  But Satan succeeds
so often, does he not?  Fornica-
tion, greed, drunkenness—it
is all innocent fun.  And, after
all, it is very enjoyable.  What
does it hurt you?

Liar!  But how often it is
that our sinful flesh is at-
tracted exactly to these things.
You see, Satan is a deceiver,
and we must be aware of the
wiles of the devil, the shrewd
methods of the devil because
he appeals to our sinful na-
tures and truly makes the evil
seem so good and desirable.
At the same time, he makes
serving God and being spiri-
tually minded seem so boring
and useless.

One last reality we must
be aware of concerning Satan’s
method of warfare.  It is re-
lentless.  Our English transla-

tion cannot show it like the
original does.  Actually the
command of these verses is
this:  “Keep on putting on the
whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to keep on stand-
ing against the wiles of the
devil.”  And the reason we must
keep on standing is because
the devil and his host are con-
stant in their warfare.  They
do not take a moment to sleep.
They come at us from every
conceivable angle and at all
times.  We turn one way, they
assail us from another way.
We let our guard down for a
moment, and they are on us.
They do not give up.  They
throw at us constantly every
trick in the book that they have
written over the past six thou-
sand years.  Satan, remem-
ber, is the prince of darkness.
He reigns, therefore, over a
kingdom of darkness, a king-
dom where man is free to walk
in sin.  And it is his ultimate
purpose and goal in all of this
warfare against the church to
usurp the kingdom of God and
replace it with his own king-
dom of darkness.

Now Paul speaks of this
warfare in terms of wrestling
in our text.  We have to wrestle.
We all know what wrestling
is.  It is not standing a quarter
of a mile away from a person
and aiming a gun at him to
shoot him.  It is not even box-
ing, where we stand and dodge
the blows of our assailant and

Even our life itself
is nothing

in comparison
to winning Christ.
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sions?  Can we say that about
our position and rank in this
world?  And more, can we say
that about all the works that
we bring forth?  They are but
dung.  They are nothing better
than a big pile of manure.  Paul
uses a term here that holds
nothing back.  All things are
but dung, they are waste, they
are refuse, having no value in
themselves whatsoever.  All
things are worthless, even de-
testable.  They are ugly to the
eye and they stink.  That is true
of all things when they are com-
pared to the knowledge that we
have been given by God’s grace
of Christ.  That wonderful
knowledge of Christ and salva-
tion is of so great a value to
Paul that he finds it to be excel-
lent.  He finds this knowledge
superior, far surpassing any-
thing else that he knows in this
life.  It is of such surpassing
worth to
him that
e v e r y -
thing else
seems to
fade into
the back-
ground.

N o w ,
because of the excellency of
this knowledge of Christ, Paul
cares only about one thing:
that he might win Christ.  That
was his goal.  That was his
aim in life:  to win Christ.  And
yet he knew that this winning
could come only by losing, be-

cause winning Christ stands
opposed to the things of this
world.  He could either win
Christ and lose all things, or
win all things and lose Christ.
That is why he tells us in our
text:  “For Christ I have suf-
fered the loss of all things and
count them dung, that I may
win Christ.”

And when Paul speaks of
winning Christ he does not
have in mind that Christ is
the great prize of some con-
test.  Other passages of Scrip-
ture may speak in this way,
but not this verse.  By this
term “win,” Paul speaks of
gaining Christ, or acquiring
Christ.  Paul speaks of a de-
sire to gain Christ—that is,
his goal in life, his purpose for
living, is to receive or to gain
to himself Christ and all the
benefits of salvation that are

found in
Christ.  You
see, when
Christ went
the way of
the cross, He
earned all
these pre-
cious bless-
ings that

come with our salvation.  He
is the storehouse, therefore,
of all these blessings.  They
are of the richest value to the
child of God.  But in order for
those blessings to become ours,
the Spirit of our risen Lord
must work in our hearts.  And,

deliver a few punches our-
selves.  Wrestling is grabbing
hold of our foe and grappling
with him arm-in-arm.  It is
pitting our strength
against his in an at-
tempt to throw him
down and conquer
him.  Wrestling is
personal confronta-
tion, where we look
the enemy right in
the face, we smell
his sweat, and with
might and main we
try to subdue him.
It is the greatest test of
strength and endurance.  That
is the kind of warfare we are
called to fight with the devil
and the powers of darkness.

Remember, we are not
fighting against flesh and
blood as we wrestle.  This is
not some physical fight we are
having here.  It has nothing to
do with how physically fit you
and I are.  It has nothing to do
with whether we know karate
or kung fu or are quick-witted
in defending ourselves in a
fistfight.

How well are you doing in
battling Satan and the powers
of darkness and high places?
Examine yourself.  How strong
are we in battling against our
foes?  How fit do we make
ourselves spiritually?  How
much do we exercise ourselves
in spiritual matters?  How
strong are we in prayer and in

the Word of God?  That, truly,
is of the essence, because, I’ll
tell you something, Christian
soldiers, we are fighting for

our eternal
life in this
battle.  We
are fight-
ing for our
souls.  And
that is far
more seri-
ous than
any battle
in earthly
masteries.

How dare we think that our
life could be one in which we
take our ease?  That is the one
thing so wrong with modern
Christianity today, it seems.
Salvation and belonging to
Christ are made so easy.  That
is exactly one of the shrewd
attacks of Satan himself to
make us think there is noth-
ing to fight, that the Christian
life is a breeze.  All we have to
say is that we believe in Jesus
Christ and we can go on living
like the wicked world.  It does
not matter.  Satan wants us to
feel at ease in Zion.  Life can
go on status-quo.  No battle
with ourselves.  No struggle
against the temptations of the
evil world.  No need to defend
ourselves.  All is well.

No, all is not well, as Sa-
tan would have us think.  Do
you imagine that the devil
comes only boldly and openly
to do battle with us?  He is a

It is of such
surpassing worth to him

that everything else seems
to fade into the background.

How fit do we
make ourselves

spiritually?
How strong are we

in prayer and in
the Word of God?
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taste and to see the riches of
God’s covenant established
with us.  As our Priest, He
works in us by His Spirit con-
secrating us for holy toil in the
service of our Lord and renew-
ing us and cleansing us from
all the filth and corruption of
sin.  And as our King, He alone
hung on the cross and fought
the fiercest of battles and
emerged as the victorious One.
He has conquered sin and death
for us and has given us the
victory.

And this Christ, in the
third place, is our Lord.  That
is the other knowledge we have
of Him.  He is our Lord who
has purchased us by His pre-
cious blood.  He is the One who
now rules over all things and
directs them to our full and
complete salvation.  He is that
Lord and Master who rules in
our lives, leading and guiding
us to our eternal home.

That is the knowledge,
now, that we have of Jesus
Christ our Lord.  That knowl-
edge is the knowledge of faith,
a knowledge of the heart.  Our
Lord and Savior, in all of His
fullness and beauty, is not just
someone we examine at arms’
length, but who has no real
effect on our lives.  If that
were true of Christ, then our
knowledge would not be all
that precious to us personally
either, would it?  But our
knowledge is one by which we

embrace Christ unto our-
selves, and cling to Him, and
trust in Him in time and eter-
nity.  And we know Christ as
our Lord, as the only source of
our salvation.  We know that
we have salvation in none
other than in Jesus Christ—
the salvation that is to us the
most precious possession in
the world.  How we long to
stand in the presence of God
and see Him face to face!  And
we know, we believe, that the
only way into the presence of
that living God is through the
precious Savior.

Do you see the value that
we must find in our Savior?  If
we do not know or understand
all that He has done for us,
and if we do not fully under-
stand the value of the cross,
we will never be able to count
or make proper judgment be-
tween Christ and the knowl-
edge of Christ on the one hand,
and all of the other things of
this world on the other.  We
must know Christ spiritually.
Then we are ready to make a
careful and deliberate judg-
ment between our knowledge
of Him and all other things.
And when we do, we will find
that this is the outcome of our
counting:  I count all things
but dung in comparison to the
excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus.

Can you say that?  Can we
say that concerning our posses-

deceiver.  He comes undetec-
ted, in what might even seem
the little things in life.  You do
not think so?  He sure does.
He is sly.  He wants us to
join those who believe the
lie.  He wants us to join
hands with them in com-
mon cause, forgetting the
truth, forgetting what
makes us distinctive as
believers.  And he makes
himself look so good, so
right.  Satan is so shrewd.
Anything to get everyone to-
gether under the one throne of
the kingdom of man, his king-
dom, the kingdom of darkness.
Satan attacks us as far as our
walk of life is concerned.  He
attacks us in the family.  He
attacks us in our relationships.
He attacks us through our so-
called friends and acquaintan-
ces.  He attacks us in those
moments when we are alone
or when we are with friends.
Do you see him?  He attacks us
in the area of recreation.  He
attacks us in the area of doc-
trine.

We must wrestle.  Never
underestimate the wiles of the
devil.  We must struggle.  We
must not grow weary against
our foe.  If we are spiritually
lazy, then we will be taken in
by the powers of darkness.  Our
life in this world is not a play-
ground.  It is a battlefield.  Are
you fighting?  Or are you play-
ing?

This Word of God to us is
certainly not meant to discour-
age those who are truly fight-
ing.  I know that to the true

child of God,
who battles
long and
hard with his
sin, these
mighty foes
seem invin-
cible.  But
they are not.

That is why Paul enjoins us to
put on the whole armor of God.

Now we surely do not have
time in our broadcast today to
describe each piece of this ar-
mor and its function.  That is
not the intent of these couple
of verses that we consider any-
way.  But look briefly at that
armor.  In the verses that fol-
low the passage that we con-
sider today, there is a descrip-
tion of the spiritual armor we
must put on.  In those verses
we find that we must be
equipped with truth, righ-
teousness, the gospel of peace,
faith, salvation, and the Word
of God.  These make up our
spiritual armor.  All of these
are necessary to defend our-
selves against the attacks of
the devil.  And with these, we
are able to wrestle the powers
of darkness, and we are able
to gain the victory.

How is that possible?  If
we were to take a close look at
all of these pieces of our spiri-

Never
underestimate

the wiles
of the devil.
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Jesus Christ and his salva-
tion.

We, together with Paul,
make this same deliberate
judgment.  How much are all
the things of this present life,
its fame, its glory, its pres-
tige, its riches, in comparison
to the knowledge that God has
given to us in Christ and our
salvation?

But there is even more yet
in this comparison.  We find
that to be the case in verse 9 of
this chapter.  There Paul
writes:  “And be found in him,
not having mine own righteous-
ness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith.”  How
much do I depend upon myself
in my own works and righteous-
ness to gain salvation?  Is my
zeal for righteousness one that
I have in keeping an outward
show of piousness, in keeping
outward works, and not an in-
ner godliness of the heart?  How
much are all these things worth
to me?  All these questions we
confront with Paul as we com-
pare them with our knowledge
of Jesus Christ our Lord.  These
things are placed on the one
side of the balance and weighed
over against those things that
are placed on the other side of
the balance, which is the knowl-
edge of Christ.

But what have we been
given to know of Christ?  This.

In the first place, that He is
Jesus, the One who has ac-
complished our salvation, the
One who, in His very person,
is the revelation of Jehovah,
the faithful God of our salva-
tion.  This Jesus saves us from
our sins.  That is what His
name means.  And He does so
by going the way of the cross,
paying the price of our sins,
taking away our guilt, and
crediting to us His righteous-
ness in the place of our guilt.
This name of our Savior speaks
to us of the truth that our
Savior has made us partakers
of the highest possible good.
He has redeemed us from cor-
ruption and restores us to the
favor and friendship of God.
He gives us, by means of this,
a joy and peace unspeakable,
a comfort that will never be
gained through the earthly
possessions and a rigorous
keeping of the law.  How won-
derful a gift—to be washed in
the precious blood of Jesus and
to know that our sins have
been forgiven us.

Secondly, the knowledge
that we have of Jesus Christ is
found in that name Christ.
Christ means that He is the
anointed One of God.  He is the
One who is anointed as our
Prophet, Priest, and King—a
blessed Mediator who performs
for us the complete work of
salvation.  As our Prophet, He
reveals to our hearts our heav-
enly Father and makes us to

tual armor, they would lead
us to one conclusion:  we must
put on Christ!  Where is truth
and righteousness to be found,
other than in the cross of Jesus
Christ?  Where can we find
true peace?  Where can we
find faith and salvation, other
than in the cross of our Sav-
ior?  What we need to fight
this battle is Christ, because
He it is who gives us the vic-
tory over our enemies.  He
already has accomplished the
victory over those enemies.  He
accomplished it at the cross,
because it was there at the
cross that Christ Himself did
battle with Satan.  Satan at-
tempted to kill the Christ
through the hands of wicked
men.  But all they served to do
was to bruise our Savior.  It
was there at the cross of Jesus
Christ that Christ crushed the
head of the serpent, that is,
Satan.

In order for us to fight the
battle, we must take to our-
selves the blessings of salva-
tion that Christ has earned
for us, and we must live in
that salvation.  We must con-
stantly be asking God in
prayer to give us the neces-
sary strength to fight the
battle of faith.  That is the
only way to wrestle with spiri-
tual powers in high places.  We
must maintain the truth rig-
idly.  We must detest all that
is of the lie.  We must regu-
larly, in true sorrow, seek the

forgiveness of sins at the foot
of the cross.  We must, in truth,
cling to Christ, trusting in Him
for all our strength.  And then
we go forth conquering our
enemies with the Word of God.

Ah, the special weapons of
warfare.  God’s Word.  This is
in what we must exercise our-
selves.  If we are going to be
able to be strong and stand
against the mightiest of our
foes, even Satan himself, we
must equip ourselves with the
Word of God.  Then we will
stand.

Can we win this warfare?
Surely not in ourselves.  But
when we are equipped with all
that God has given us in
Christ, we will be able to stand.
And being able to stand, we
will receive the victory too.  So
we fight.  We do not despair in
that battle.  We do not falter
in that battle.  But, through
the cross of Jesus Christ, we
fight.  And we win.

We end with the victory
cry of the believer recorded in
I Corinthians 15:57:  “But
thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Let us pray together.

Father in heaven, thanks
be unto Thee for the victory
that we have received in
Christ.  May we go forth fight-
ing the good fight of faith and
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the personal aspect of this
passage.

Bearing these words in
mind, we will understand what
Paul means when he tells us
that we must lose all in order
to win Christ.

To understand the mean-
ing of our confession, we must
take careful note of what Paul
is doing here in this verse.
Twice in this verse, and once
in the verse prior to it, we find
the word “count.”  Paul is
counting, or taking account.
And what is meant by that is
not merely that is Paul con-
sidering something.  The term
denotes a deliberate and a
careful judgment that Paul
makes.  In other words, Paul
means to say that he is taking
two different things and
weighing them, one over
against the other.  He is com-
paring them.  He is carefully
scrutinizing the advantages
and disadvantages of both, the
strong points as well as the
weak points, and making a
deliberate judgment in order
to come to a determined con-
clusion concerning these two
things.  He lays them in the
balance, so to speak, in order
to find which one of them is of
more value to him.

Furthermore, we bear in
mind also that this counting,
this careful weighing and com-
paring, Paul performs as a
child of God, one in whom

Christ has worked by His
Spirit.  He is one who has been
enlightened by the grace of
God.  An unbeliever would not
come to the same conclusion
that Paul comes to in our text.
The comparing he is perform-
ing is a spiritual one that re-
quires a heart and a soul ca-
pable of making such a value
judgment.  The implication is
that not all men can make the
careful counting that Paul
does here.

But what is it that Paul
compares?  On the one side of
the balance there are the “all
things” that Paul judges over
against, on the other side of
the balance, the knowledge he
has of Christ Jesus the Lord.
Obviously the “all things” of
our text is intended to be com-
prehensive and all-inclusive.
In fact, it includes anything
and everything that stands
outside of that knowledge of
Christ and of his salvation in
Christ.

In other words, Paul
looked, first of all, at every-
thing he had or that he was in
this life, whether that be his
honor, his title as a Pharisee,
or even his line of descent in
the generations of Israel, or
the laws and traditions that
were his as a good Jew.  Con-
cerning these, he now makes a
judgment as to their real value
when compared to the knowl-
edge that he had been given of

battling against our spiritual
enemies.  May we do that by
clinging to the cross of Jesus
Christ.  And may we do that
through Thy Word which Thou
hast given to us.  Strengthen
us, Father, in our faith so that
we might go forth and be vic-
torious over against our foes
in Christ.  Bless us.  And where
we stumble in that battle, for-
give.  We thank Thee for the
cross and the forgiveness that
we receive there.  For Christ’s
sake, Amen.




