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we learn from the first chap-
ter of Daniel.  We read of him
and of his three friends, in
verse 4, that they were chil-
dren in whom was no blemish,
but well favored, and skilful
in all wisdom, and cunning in
knowledge, and understand-
ing science, and had ability in
them to stand in the king’s
palace.  We learn from this
verse, first of all, that these
four friends were young men.
They are called children here
in this verse, but the Hebrew
term used here for children
actually refers to young men
who had just entered into their
youth.  So it is safe to assume
that Daniel was about 14 or 15
years old when taken from his
home and family and brought
now to live in the palace of a
king.  And, since we learn in
verse 5 of this chapter that he
was to be taught in the palace
of Nebuchadnezzar for the
next three years, Daniel spent
from age 15 to 18 approxi-
mately, that is, his teenage
years, away from home, living
and learning in a heathen
world.  He, together with his
friends, were men who were
still in the strength of youth.
Their whole adult life was
ahead of them.  That we learn
in the first place.

In the second place, Daniel
had everything going for him
from an earthly point of view.
He had no outward blemish

but was well favored.  In other
words, he was a good-looking
young man.  Physically he was
in top condition, and he was
handsome besides—the kind
of young man that young
women might be attracted to
at first glance.  Besides this,
we learn that he was skillful
in all wisdom, cunning in
knowledge, he was intellectu-
ally quick to understand sci-
ence.  Daniel was no slouch
when it came to the natural
ability to learn and apply the
principles of the sciences.  He
was a student.  So, he was
handsome, in peak physical
condition, and he had the
smarts.  He had it all.  If any-
one could get ahead in this
present world, he could.

But there is something
more important about Daniel
that far, far surpasses any of
these physical and intellectual
characteristics.  He was a child
of the covenant.

We learn in verse three
that he was not only of the
children of Israel, but of the
king’s seed.  This Scripture
teaches us that Daniel was
not only one of the covenant
seed of Israel but was a de-
scendent of David himself.  He
was of the seed-royal.  Now I
realize that this does not nec-
essarily make a person a child
of God.  I mean, there are many
who are born into the church
and covenant who, although
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Dear radio friends,

We call our attention to
day to an event that took

place during the earthly min-
istry of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Matthew records this event for
us in chapter 15:21-28.  “Then
Jesus went thence, and de-
parted into the coasts of Tyre
and Sidon.  And, behold, a
woman of Canaan came out of
the same coasts, and cried unto
him, saying, Have mercy on
me, O Lord, thou son of David;
my daughter is grievously
vexed with a devil.  But he
answered her not a word.  And
his disciples came and be-
sought him, saying, Send her
away for she crieth after us.
But he answered and said, I
am not sent but unto the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.
Then came she and wor-
shipped him, saying, Lord,
help me.  But he answered and
said, It is not meet to take the
children’s bread, and to cast it
to dogs.  And she said, Truth,
Lord:  yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs which fall from their
master’s table.  Then Jesus
answered and said unto her, O
woman, great is thy faith:  be
it unto thee even as thou wilt.
And her daughter was made
whole from that very hour.”

Jesus’ public ministry was
drawing to a close.  His life
was in constant peril.  The
wicked Jews were out to kill
Him in one way or another,
and they showed their open
hostility and hatred of Him in
every way, even going to the
extent, mind you, of excom-
municating from the church
and the synagogue anyone
mentioning His name.  He
could not walk freely in
Jerusalem anymore.  And even
those in Galilee were turning
their backs on Him in disdain.
So He left these areas for a
time.

Matthew tells us in verse
21 that Jesus “departed into
the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.”
This was the land of the
Phoenicians, to the north of
Palestine.  Mark tells us in his
gospel account that Jesus was
in a house.  Evidently Jesus
did not want anyone in the
area to know of His where-
abouts.  He did not want to
attract attention to Himself.
But He could not be hid, be-
cause there was this certain
woman who was a Greek, a
Syro-Phoenician lady, who
was calling to Him.  And that,
of course, drew attention to
Jesus.  And it was her crying
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Dear Radio Friends,

The Christian life in this
sinful world and society is

difficult.  God has called us
out of this world to be a people
consecrated to His cause in
this world.  Yet He places us in
the midst of this sinful world
to be a witness to Him and His
workings of grace in us.  That
means we are called to live in
this world of sin—a world that
is opposed to the cause of Jesus
Christ.  We are called by God
to live in a world where temp-
tations abound and where all
kinds of sins are at our finger-
tips.

That makes life in this
present world very difficult.
The command we receive is to
step out of the ways in which
this wicked world walks and
be separate.  There is no bet-
ter example that the Bible
gives us than that of Daniel
and his three friends, who
were called to live in this way
in the midst of the wicked city
of Babylon.

Daniel and his three
friends, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, were taken from
their godly homes and fami-

out to Jesus that set on course
the events of the account be-
fore us.

It seems her daughter had
a devil or an unclean spirit in
her.  And it vexed her griev-
ously, that is, it forced her
daughter to do all kinds of
things that hurt her.  Her
mother was worried sick over
her.  So much so, that she was
willing to leave Phoenicia and
seek out Jesus.  This act was
indeed a bold one, for what
Jew would give any time of
day to a Gentile?

Well, it is the humble atti-
tude of this woman that we
wish to examine.  It is not so
much the miracle itself that
stands on the foreground, but
it is God’s word as it is found
in the actions and confession
of this woman.  What she ac-
knowledges to Christ here is
what we are called to acknowl-
edge to God when we confront
ourselves and our sins.  We
are to view ourselves in no
different light than what she
saw herself.  That was the di-
vine intent of our Lord when
He dealt with this woman, to
lead her to express her faith in
Him.  And we pray that this
passage of God’s Word today
may do the same for you and
me.

The Gentile woman of this
passage makes the most
humble expression of her faith
in Christ.  But it was not some-

thing she spoke immediately.
It was drawn, it seems, from
her heart and lips by means of
the actions and words of our
Savior.  You see, this woman
evidently stood outside the
house where Jesus sat with
His disciples, and started
shouting loudly to Him.  And
her words were that of a plea,
a sincere, really heartrending
plea:  “Have mercy on me, O
Lord, thou son of David.  My
daughter is grievously vexed
with a devil.”  Who could re-
sist hearing and answering
this woman in her need?  It
was not for her, after all, that
she was pleading, but for her
daughter.  Her daughter was
the object of demon-posses-
sion, a horrible malady that
fell upon many people, it
seems, in Jesus’ day.  A devil
would enter into a person and
take over not only his or her
soul, that is, her mind and
desires, but also the body.  And
that devil would force a per-
son to do things that normally
that person would give no
thought whatsoever of doing.
That was true of this daugh-
ter, too.  So this woman was
crying, not for herself, but for
her daughter.

Matthew tells us in verse
23 of this passage, however,
that Jesus answered her never
a word.  Evidently this cry of
the woman was not spoken just
once, but repeatedly.  She
called again and again from

lies to the palace of the great
king of Babylon, king
Nebuchadnezzar.  The intent
of Nebuchadnezzar was to
teach them the learning of the
Chaldeans so that they could
eventually be numbered
among the wise men of
Babylon.

And it was while they were
there in the palace of
Nebuchadnezzar that these
young men were sorely tested.
They were placed before all
the sins and temptations of
this world.

The verse that we are go-
ing to consider today is Daniel
1:8.  It shows to us the godly
resolve of Daniel.  We read,
“But Daniel purposed in his
heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the
king’s meat, nor with the wine
which he drank:  therefore he
requested of the prince of the
eunuchs that he might not
defile himself.”  This godly
resolve of Daniel and his
friends is what we wish to con-
sider.  It is this godly resolve
that we want to serve as an
example to us.

There are a number of
facts concerning Daniel that
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son found in us on account of
which we can be rebuked or
admonished.  There may be in
us no sinful blemish by which
we can rightfully be blamed
by another.

Who is this other?  The
wicked world.  Oh, yes, it is
true that we must be holy and
unblamable before God.  And
we all must realize that ulti-
mately we will answer to Him
in the day of days.  But we
have a wicked world watching
us.  And that wicked world,
even though it does not like to
say that it judges people, does
judge us.  It is watching the
church of Jesus Christ with
critical eyes.  Never may we
give the wicked world reason
for just rebuke.  We must be
free from fault.  We must be
pure.  We must be beyond re-
buke by them.

There, then, is our calling
in the midst of this world.  If
we are not children of the light
who let our light so shine be-
fore men, then we will not be
harmless and we will not be
free of rebuke.  We will not be
blameless, and the world will
be quick to call us hypocrites—
people who say one thing but
live another!  If, on the other
hand, we are as lights in the
midst of a perverse nation, the
wicked will not be able to ac-
cuse us of being just like them,
really, even though we say that
we are different from them.

They will see that we are dif-
ferent and they will see that
we do fight the good fight of
faith.  For in this world we are
lights that shine.  Let them
shine—bright as the sun,
bright lights of holiness.  When
that happens, then the world
will see our blameless witness
and ultimately, in the day of
days, that world itself will
have to glorify God who is in
heaven.

May we, in our walk of life
as shining lights in this world,
be careful to bring that glory
to our God.

Let us pray.

Gracious Father, we are
so thankful unto Thee that
Thou hast worked in us by
Thy grace and Spirit, taking
us out of the darkness of this
present world and shining in
our hearts by Thy grace,
spreading abroad within us the
life of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Now we pray that Thou wilt
equip us as Thy children to go
forth into this wicked and per-
verse generation of wicked
men and so let our light shine
that we might be witnesses to
Thee of that grace that Thou
hast worked in us.  Continue
to bless us and strengthen us.
And where we have sinned we
pray, forgive us.  For Jesus’
sake we ask this, Amen.

outside the house to Jesus.
And the disciples, knowing
that Jesus wished no one to
know where He was, became
rather upset with the woman.
In their minds, Jesus was not
going to do anything anyway.
He did not answer the woman,
after all, but just let her con-
tinue to cry out to Him.  So His
disciples besought Jesus.
They asked Jesus simply to
send her away in order that
she might stop crying out.

Instead of giving in to the
request of the disciples, Jesus
said something to them, which,
evidently, was loud enough for
the woman to hear.  We read of
that in verse 24, “I am not sent
but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.”  In this Jesus
was teaching both the disciples
and this woman that it was
His particular work now to go
to the house of Israel and its
lost sheep.  It was not the
focus of Jesus’ personal minis-
try to go to the Gentiles and
make known to them salva-
tion from sin.

Now, this statement is
striking from a twofold point
of view.  First of all, it points
out clearly that God had not
intended to send forth the gos-
pel at this time to Gentile
people.  It would happen later
on.  But it was not time yet.
Salvation must come first to
the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.  It must come to the

sheep, that is, those within
the sphere of God’s Old Testa-
ment church.  And these sheep,
the members of the church,
were lost sheep.  These sheep
were lost in their sin and un-
belief and Jesus had come to
seek and to save His sheep,
that is, those who, by God’s
grace, acknowledged that they
were lost in their sin.  That,
first of all.

Secondly, Jesus spoke this
loudly enough for this woman
to hear.  And that, in order to
teach her something.  She in
her heathen land and among
her heathen people stood out-
side of God’s church in this
world.  She had walked in un-
belief and sin.  She and her
nation had placed their trust
in pagan gods and walked in
rebellion against the true God.
She was in herself, therefore,
unworthy of any mercy from
Jesus.  She was an alien from
the commonwealth of Israel, a
stranger from the covenants
of promise, having no hope and
without God in this world.
Why would Christ, who had
come to save His church, show
her any attention?

Well, this statement of
Jesus sparked a second ex-
change of words between the
two of them.  She came to the
door of the house, or maybe
even into the house, and, we
are told, she worshiped Jesus.
That term there for worship
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which we live cannot help but
see it.  We shine so brightly in
contrast to their darkness.

But do you realize that
there is a way that we can hide
that light in us?  It is sad to
say, but it is true.  There is a
way that we can significantly
dim that light that shines in
us.  There is a way that can
take that 150-watt bulb and
dim it to a 20-watt bulb.  What
is that way?  Sin.  Ah, yes, as
we said, there still is that dark-
ness of our own sinful flesh in
us.  And sometimes that dark-
ness in us can dim the light.
And when you and I, as God’s
people, stumble into that way
of sin and walk in the same
ways as those who are still
lost in darkness, our witness
to them of what God has done
for us no longer shines.  Our
bright lights then turn an ugly
shade of yellow.

The reason for this is ob-
vious.  We claim to this world
to be of the light.  We say that,
do we not?  We say that we are
Christians, that we are fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ, that
His mind is in us, that His
desire is in us.  We claim to be
delivered from the sin and the
darkness of this world.  But
when we walk in the same
sins as this world, then what
we say has no meaning.  When
we live no differently than the
wicked world lives, then when
we say that we are Christians,

there is nothing in the way
that we live that distinguishes
us as such.

We are called, then, to flee
from sin.  That is how we shine.
We flee from sin, negatively.
And positively, we walk in the
ways of God’s Word and in the
ways of His commandments.
We study God’s Word.  We
delve into the truth of God’s
Word.  We study His command-
ments and we begin to under-
stand what they require of us
in our lives.  And then we go
forth in this world and we walk
positively in God’s Word and
commandments.  When we do,
then we will be blameless and
harmless, the children of God,
without rebuke.

That is what the Word of
God here tells us.  We will be
blameless.  That word “blame-
less” means “free from fault.”
No one is able to blame us for
saying one thing and doing
another.

We will be harmless.  That
means that you and I will be
people without mixture of the
evil together with the pure.  It
means that our light will be
free of darkness.  Our good
will be free of evil.  There can-
not be this strange mixture of
the two together in our lives.

So we will be blameless,
and we will be harmless.  Be-
sides this, we will be without
rebuke.  There will be no rea-

means that she bowed down
before Him.  She paid homage
unto Him.  In humility, she
fell on her hands and knees
before Jesus and with plead-
ing eyes once again looked
upon Jesus and said, “Lord,
help me.”

There is reason to believe
that the words Jesus now
spoke were still not addressed
personally to her, but to His
disciples.  And I say this be-
cause in verse 28 we find that
Jesus finally answered and
said, “unto her.”  But in this
verse we simply read that He
answered and said.  In other
words, Jesus kept talking as it
were to His disciples, ignoring
her altogether, though she
bowed before Him with her
plea.

And then the words He
spoke seem so very hard and
callous, without any pity what-
soever.  Jesus was, of course,
emphasizing in them what He
had first said, that He was
sent to the lost sheep of Israel.
We read these words in verse
26:  “It is not meet to take the
children’s bread, and to cast it
to dogs.”  Ouch!  The people of
Israel were God’s children.  He
had adopted Israel by His
grace to be that nation out of
all nations that He had made
His own people.  So the nation
of Israel was considered the
nation that contained the chil-
dren of God.  The bread that

Jesus speaks of was the salva-
tion that had come to God’s
people within the nation of
Israel.  This salvation, Jesus
says to His disciples in this
woman’s hearing, must be
given to these children and
not to dogs.  Dogs.  Stray dogs
that wandered about as scav-
engers, eating whatever they
could get their mouths on.
They were mongrels, they were
outcasts that had no home and
no business entering into the
house and eating the food of
the children.

In other words, Jesus in
essence called this woman a
dog, a stray, a no-count, a
mongrel that deserved noth-
ing from Him because she was
not of the household of faith.
Now, I would think that by
today’s standards Jesus would
not be labeled the best of mis-
sionaries, would He?  Talk
about turning a person off!  But
Jesus knows the heart.  The
words that this woman now
spake to Jesus completely
amaze me.  Listen to her reply
(v. 27):  “Truth, Lord:  yet the
dogs eat of the crumbs which
fall from their masters’ table.”
This confession is at one and
the same time clever, but also
shows the greatest humility.
“You are exactly right, Lord.
Truth, Lord.  I am not worthy
of anything from you.  I do not
deserve a thing.  I am a dog.
But I am not a stray.  I am not
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do not share in the light to-
gether with us.

With this reality of being
lights in a dark world comes a
certain calling that belongs to
us as God’s children.  Again,
this verse does not say that
this is our calling.  It assumes
that we know it is our calling.
It does not tells us that we
must make it our calling.  It
simply assumes that we will
live in this way.

To be a light means we
will also shine as a light.  You
see, a light shines naturally.
A light bulb, for example, is a
bearer of light.  When that
light is on, then it shines.  Well,
such also is our calling in the
midst of this world of dark-
ness.  If we are lights, as we
say that we are, then we must
shine as those lights in this
world.

Jesus speaks of that in His
sermon on the mount, does He
not, when He tells us that we
may not hide our light under a
bushel, but that we must put
it on a candlestick so that it
lights the whole house, and
that we are lights upon a hill.
Even our little children sing
sometimes in a little child’s
song:  “This little light of mine,
I’m going to let it shine.”  Well,
that is true.  We must let our
lights shine in this world.

What this simply means
is that you and I are called to

live as God’s children in this
world.  Whereas the wicked of
this world twist the good
things of God and live in evil,
we must walk, in all things,
holy and good.

The wicked enjoy a frivo-
lous and vain lifestyle.  They
live for the pleasures of this
present life.  And they look for
their fun not in good, godly,
sanctified living, but in sinful
activities.  Those who are of
the light, on the other hand,
seek their life out of God.  They
seek out places and opportu-
nities to enjoy spiritual activi-
ties with God’s people.  That is
what it means to shine as a
light, to shine in this world as
God’s children.

Paul speaks of that in this
Word of God that we have be-
fore us today.  He speaks of us
as the sons or the children of
God.  We are God’s children.
We are those who love our
heavenly Father.  We desire,
therefore, to do the will of our
Father.  And we do that with
fear and trembling.  We let
our lights so shine before men
that they might behold our
good works, and in that way
we shine.  We shine in the
midst of the church as God’s
people together.  And when
God’s people shine together in
the church, that shining goes
forth out of the church and out
of their lives and into this
world.  The dark world in

a cur.  I’m not a mongrel.  I am
a puppy.”

That is the meaning of the
term “dog” that she uses as
opposed to the term that Jesus
used.  “I am a puppy that sits
around the table of
the master and I eat
the crumbs that the
children allow to
fall to the floor.  I
may not be a Jew, I
may not be one of
the house of Israel,
but I do come to you
as a Gentile that
believes in you.
And that means that I am not
a stray.  It means that I am in
your house, my master’s
house, be that only as a puppy
that wanders around on your
floor.  But even that puppy is
allowed to eat of the scraps of
the master’s table.  Have
mercy on me, and give me a
scrap.”

Oh, that you and I could
exhibit that kind of humility
in our own lives!  We, too,
must bow before God and say,
“Lord, have mercy on us,” be-
cause we are no better in our-
selves than dogs.  We deserve
nothing from God.  We deserve
in ourselves, really, because
of our sins, only condemna-
tion and punishment.  Who
are we to boast in ourselves.
Our boast is in Christ alone,
and in the salvation that He
earns for His people at the

cross.  There is redemption
alone.  Nowhere else can it be
found.  Certainly it cannot be
found in us.

The admission this woman
made could only have flowed

forth out of
a heart of
faith.  No-
tice her
f a i t h .
First, she
addresses
Christ as
“O Lord,
thou son of
D a v i d . ”

She had heard, she must have
heard, that somehow Jesus
was that Messiah who had
been sent by God.  She was
given by God, therefore, a cer-
tain knowledge by which she
embraced Christ for who He
is.  The Lord of lords.  The
King of the Jews.  The rightful
Heir unto the throne of David.
This Jesus was, in her estima-
tion, that promised Messiah
who had finally come.

Second.  She worshiped
Him, we learn.  She bowed
humbly before Jesus’ feet and
paid homage unto Him.  To
her, He was God.  She was
confident that He was able to
cast out devils, something only
someone with divine power was
able to do.  She believed that
Jesus, as Messiah, was capable
of casting out the devil from
her daughter.  That is faith.

The admission
this woman made
could only have

flowed forth out of
a heart of faith.
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men, born into this world, Paul
tells us, are crooked and per-
verse.  Certainly these words
do not leave any room for a
certain light of grace that
shines in the men of this world.
The men of this world in whom
God has not chosen to shed
the light of His saving grace
are crooked.  That is, they
refuse, they do not even at-
tempt, to walk in the straight
paths of God and His Word.
God is truth.  His Word is
truth.  But the wicked of this
world out of which we have
been called still walk in the
lie.  And since the way of truth
is straight and right, the lie is
that crooked way of this world.
In heart and mind there is
darkness and, therefore, the
desire to walk in ways that
bend and turn away from God’s
way.  In actions, too, they live
in the lie.  This is what charac-
terizes this world of fallen man
who is yet in darkness.

Wicked men are also per-
verse—that is to say, they are
twisted and distorted.  They
take the truth, they distort it,
and they make it seem to be
the lie.  And then the wicked of
this world take the lie and
they try to pass it off as truth.
Or, as Isaiah says, the wicked
of this world make evil good
and good evil.  And because of
that they even frown upon
God’s people who attempt to
walk according to His Word.

We live in a perverse
world, a world that takes ev-
erything that is good and
chaste and perverts it.  Now,
here is the reality.  We are
called by God to live in this
crooked and perverse world as
lights.  What a contrast this
is.  Light and darkness are
opposites of each other.  They
cannot mix.  And yet here we
are, smack dab in the middle
of a world, a generation of men,
that hates God and His Word.
That world is blacker than
night in its sin and unbelief.
And right there in the midst of
that world we have been made
to glow.  We shine brightly
with the light of God in us.
There is a day and night dif-
ference between us and the
wicked world.  There is really
no common ground, from a
spiritual point of view, be-
tween those who will to do
God’s good pleasure and those
who trample under feet God’s
good commandments.  No com-
mon ground at all.  Except
this:  we all know what dark-
ness is, do we not?  Even we,
as God’s redeemed children,
know what darkness is.  Be-
cause we were there at one
time.  And such darkness still
lurks in our sinful flesh.  It
still has a place in that old
man of sin that dwells within
us.  But from the viewpoint of
our salvation, there is no com-
mon ground between us and
the wicked world, because they

And, third.  She was mind-
ful of her sins and her own
unworthiness.  She realized
that the only way Jesus would
heal her daughter would be by
forgiving her, first of all, of her
own sins.  Notice her initial
request:  “Be merciful to me.”
It was not, “Show mercy to my
daughter.”  But, “Show mercy
to me.”  She knew her daugh-
ter would not be healed unless
Christ would, first of all, be
merciful to her, forgiving her
of her sin and unbelief and
accepting her into His pres-
ence.

That is the faith that this
woman exhibited.

And that must be the faith
we reveal in our lives.  We
must believe that only for the
sake of Christ’s death on the
cross will God not impute to
us our sins, but Christ’s righ-
teousness.  We must cast our-
selves on
the mercy
of our Sav-
ior, know-
ing that it
is in Him
alone that
our sins
are for-
given us.
Only they
will be accepted of God as
members of His household and
family whose sins are forgiven.

Listen now to the response
of Jesus to this woman in verse

28:  “O woman, great is thy
faith:  be it unto thee even as
thou wilt.”  What a blessed
gift this woman received of
Christ.  Her daughter was
made whole!  The devil was
cast out at that moment.  Mark
tells us in his account that,
when she was come to her
house, she found the devil gone
out and her daughter laid upon
the bed.

Christ knew her faith.  Of
course He did.  He worked it in
her.  To the eye and the ear it
seemed that Jesus was being
hard on her.  But divinely
Christ was working in her
heart such faith.  And now He
acknowledges His own work
in her:  “O woman, great is thy
faith.”  Then He granted her
the longing desire of her heart.
Her daughter was made whole.

But let us take a look at
the real miracle performed

here.  Let us
not overlook
that.  The
blessed gift
that this
woman truly
received was
not the heal-
ing of her
d a u g h t e r ,
though that

was blessed in itself.  It was
really this:  she had obtained
mercy with God.  Christ would
not have healed this Gentile’s
daughter if her sin and unbe-

We must cast ourselves
on the mercy of our Savior,

knowing that it is
in Him alone that our sins

are forgiven us.
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lives.  In His resurrection
Christ also earned for us the
spiritual life that is necessary
to walk in the light.  Then
Christ sent out His Spirit into
each one of us
as His chil-
dren, and at
that moment of
our regenera-
tion the Spirit
gave us spiri-
tual life.

What is
that light that
God gives His
c h i l d r e n ?
Faith.  It is the
light of faith.  It
is a believing
heart that sees
and knows God.  That light in
us is the enlightenment or the
knowledge by which we receive
the things of the kingdom of
heaven.  We begin to see how
great out sins and miseries
are and our deliverance from
sin only in the cross of Jesus
Christ.  The things of the king-
dom once hidden from us by
darkness now shine before us
so that we are able to under-
stand the things of the king-
dom of heaven.  When the light
of God is shed abroad in us
through that work of Jesus
Christ on the cross and in His
resurrection, then you and I
become holy, as God is holy.
Through the power of the cross
and the resurrection we are

now consecrated and dedicated
to God.

How grateful we are that
God has given us both a desire
and a spiritual ability now to

serve Him
and to do His
will.  We are
lights.

We are told
by Paul, how-
ever, that we
are such
lights in the
midst of a
crooked and
perverse na-
tion.  We still
live in a world

of sin.  We still live in a world
and a creation that is under
the curse of sin.  And though
we have been given the light
of God by means of our salva-
tion, we still live among men
who are of darkness.  They
have no light, none whatso-
ever.  They are a darkness just
as we were at one time.  Listen
to the description of this world
that this passage of God’s
Word gives us:  It is a crooked
and perverse nation.

Now, let us not misunder-
stand.  The word nation here
in this verse does not refer to
any one single nation.  It
speaks really of the genera-
tion of men who are born into
the wicked world as a whole.
The generations of wicked

lief stood in the way.  But God
was merciful to her.

Oh, let us not forget what
God’s mercy is.  It is His love
and compassion by which He
pities, feels sorry, for His
people in their sin.  And in
that pity towards them in their
misery and sin, He for Christ’s
sake delivers them from that
sin and makes them righteous
in Christ.  In other words, in
His great compassion and in
His pity for His people, He
reaches down and He picks us
up out of the miry clay of sin
and He leads us to the cross of
Christ.

Christ was sent by God in
His mercy in order to cover
the sins of those whom God
pities.  That is His mercy.  And
the Syro-Phoenician woman
obtained that mercy.  It is that
same mercy that we desire in
our lives.  We are sinners.  We
are no more than dogs when
we stand exposed before God
in our sins.  We know that.  We
confess our sins before God:
“Have mercy on me, O Lord.”
And then, you know what?  God
does have mercy on us.  He
grants us that blessed gift of
His mercy.  He gives to us the
joy of our salvation in Christ.
He tells us that though our
sins are as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow.

We are made whole in His
blood.  The power of sin and
the devil are destroyed, and

Christ has become our Lord.
That is the blessed gift we re-
ceive from God through Christ.

There is one more thing of
which we ought to take note in
this passage of God’s Word.

The humble attitude of
this Gentile believer was a
work of God’s grace in her
heart.  If she would have come
to Jesus in unbelief, she would
have turned away from Him
in anger and bitterness, hat-
ing Him and probably the Jews
with Him all the more.  I mean,
look at the account.  She comes
to Jesus with a plea, a cry for
help to help her daughter.  He
did not so much as acknowl-
edge her.  He acted as if He did
not hear what she was saying.
How many of us listening to-
day, if that happened to us
would we not already have
turned away in anger from
Jesus?  When someone turns
their head on us and shuns us,
that hurts.  And we often re-
taliate in anger and leave
them.  This woman did not do
that.  When Jesus spoke, He
did not even speak to her.  He
spoke to His disciples.  That
would have rubbed salt into a
pride that was already
wounded.  But then the
clincher:  He called her a dog!
That would have done me in.
If left to myself, I would have
stomped away in pride and
anger and never turned
around again.  And if this

That light became ours
when God,

who is rich in mercy
for His great love

with which He loved us,
quickened us

together with Christ
and made us alive

with Christ.
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stumbles into sin whichever
way he turns.  He is blind.
According to Romans 8:7 he
cannot see the way of God’s
Word and commandments.

Well, at one time you and
I who are God’s people were in
the darkness of that sin and
unbelief, unable to see, stum-
bling about in our sin.  We
walked always and ever in the
ways of sin, seeking one way
and then another, but never
finding the way that is the
way of life, the true way.

Paul describes this for us
well in Ephesians 2:2, 3.  He
write there, “Wherein in time
past ye walked according to
the course of this world, ac-
cording to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of
disobedience:  among whom
also we all had our conversa-
tion in times past in the lusts
of our flesh, fulfilling the de-
sires of the flesh and of the
mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as oth-
ers.”

But here is the blessed
reality that is true of God’s
people.  Now we are children
of the light and of the day.  We
shine as lights in this world.
Paul tells us in the word of
God before us that we shine as
lights.  The darkness of sin
and unbelief in us has been
dispelled.

In considering this blessed
reality we must not fail to un-
derstand just how it is that we
who were in darkness at one
time have now become light.
Remember, it is God who
works in us both that desire as
well as the ability to do His
good pleasure.  It is a work of
God in His grace that has made
us lights in this world.  The
psalmist sings of this in Psalm
107:13, 14:  “Then they cried
unto the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them out of their
distresses.  He brought them
out of darkness and the
shadow of death, and brake
their bands in sunder.”  So it
is that God, by an act of His
sovereign grace, has taken us
out of the darkness of our un-
belief and given us light.

How did God do this?  That
is an all-important question.
How did God give us this light?
We have become lights in this
world solely on the basis of the
work of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Christ came and gave light to
us in order that our feet might
no longer go astray, but that
they might be guided into the
way of peace.  That light be-
came ours when God, who is
rich in mercy for His great
love with which He loved us,
quickened us together with
Christ and made us alive with
Christ.  You see, at the cross
Christ conquered the power
and dominion of sin in our

woman had come in unbelief,
that is exactly how she would
have reacted too.

But she came in faith.  And
the reason she came in faith
can be explained by only one
thing.  God revealed Himself
to her.  And He revealed His
Son to her.  God worked in her
heart by His Spirit and grace,
revealing to her who Jesus was
and what Jesus had come to
accomplish.  She knew her sin.
She knew her own unworthi-
ness.  But she also knew that
forgiveness was His to give.
She wanted that.  And Christ
gave it to her.

By grace alone can you or
I come humbly acknowledging
our sin to our Savior.  Neither
you nor I can come to God
unless God Himself, in His
grace, draws us to Him and
reveals to us who He is.  We
cannot come to Jesus except
He draws us to Him.  We need
that Savior.

May we be characterized
by faith and may we, today,

bow at the feet of our Savior
and Lord.  God be merciful to
us who are sinners and give us
that salvation that is found in
the cross of Jesus Christ alone.

Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, we
thank Thee again that Thou
hast shown mercy unto us.  For
we confess before Thee that
we are such sinners, and that
we are unworthy of anything
from Thee.  We are unworthy
of even coming into Thy pres-
ence, unworthy of the salva-
tion that Thou hast freely
given.  We thank Thee for that
salvation.  And we look to the
cross of Jesus Christ alone,
where we know we can find it.
We can find it nowhere else;
there is no other way into Thy
presence and into Thy king-
dom.  Bless us, therefore, with
this Word, that we always
might be humbled before Thee
and be as this woman.  We
pray these things for Christ’s
sake.  Amen.
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