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Dear radio friends,

"urn with me today to the
Word of God in Psalm 43.
Please read the entire Psalm.

There are tworeasons why
this little Psalm of five verses
is very precious to us. The
first is that it deals with the
ultimate goal of life: God.
Verse 4: “Then will I go unto
the altar of God, unto God my
exceeding joy: yea, upon the
harp will I praise thee, O God
my God.” God, the true God,
the glorious God, our God by
grace—He 1s everything. To
know and to serve and to wor-
ship and to belong to Him
through Jesus Christ is ex-
ceeding joy.

You can have the world
and all that is in it:
money, things, friends,
power, booze, sex—but
if you do not have God,
the true God in Jesus
Christ, you are dead,
you are miserable, and
you are guilty. You
can today have trial,
disease, setbacks, sor-
rows, troubles, but if
you have Him, then you live,
you have exceeding joy.

This Psalm reminds us of

Jesus’ words when He said in
John 17:3: “And this is life
eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.”

The second reason why
this Psalm is so precious to us
is that it gives us practical
help when we feel distant from
God and when, in fact, we fear
that we are being rejected of
Him. In verses 2 and 5 the
psalmist says, “Why dost thou
cast me off? Why go I mourn-
ing...? Why art thou cast
down, O my soul?” Heis under
the experience of oppression.
Heisunder attack for his faith.
He is enduring setbacks. We,
too, sometimes, believe that
everything is contrary to the

promises of

God. There

We, too, are slander-

. . ous words
sometimes, believe bei

i eing flung

that everything at us. In

is contrary to the that situa-

romises of God. tion we are

P fg led by the

psalmist to

see that

God, our exceeding joy, is the
One to whom we must go and
in whom 1is life and comfort.
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Let me show you, first of
all, that the psalmist is writ-
ing out of a very common expe-
rience. If we go to verse 1 we
see that he tells us what 1is
going on in his life. And then
in verse 2 he tells us what is
going on in his soul. We read
in verse 1: “Judge me (or vin-
dicate me—show me to be
true), O God, and plead my
cause against an ungodly na-
tion: O deliver me from the
deceitful and unjust man.”
This psalmist has enemies,
men who misrepresented him,
men who slandered him, men
who falsely judged his motives,
sothat the general opinion was
against him. Ungodly folks
were making his life miser-
able, making many problems
for him. That was his exter-
nal, his outward, situation.

Verse 2 tells us the in-
ward condition of his soul: “For
thou art the God of my
strength: why dost thou cast
me off? who go I mourning
because of the oppression of
the enemy?” Inwardly he be-
lieves that God has cast him
away. And what is very strik-
ing about the verse is that we
see that his heart is divided.
The first clause of verse 2
sounds very hopeful. Here he
is feeling the need to be vindi-
cated against his enemies and
he begins his address to God:
“For thou art the God of my
strength.” In other words, he

has not let God go. He is still
saying the right things. So he
begins very positively. But
then, in the very next clause,
he complains of being rejected.
“Why dost Thou cast me off?
Why hast Thou turned Thy
back upon me? It seems as if
Thou hast forsaken me, O God.
If seems as if Thou hast al-
lowed the enemy to have the
upper hand. I am oppressed, I
am agitated. I have come
many times to Thee for relief
and vindication. Thou art my
strength. Why hast Thou cast
me away?” He has a divided
heart. That is a very common
experience. He believes, on
the one hand, that God is his
strength, but on the other hand
he thinks that God has for-
saken him. There are two
things tugging inside of him.
“I know that Thou art my God,
my strength. But I feel, under
this prolonged oppression,
that Thou hast cast me away.”

I believe the Scriptures
often bring to us this common
experience of the people of God.
Often in the Psalms we read of
it. Psalm 86:11: “Teach me
thy way, O Lorp; I will walk in
thy truth: unite my heart to
fear thy name.” My heart is
split—part of it is going one
way, part of it is going the
other way. Take hold of my
heart and make it one. Alsoin
Mark 9:24, the father of the
demon-possessed boy said
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with tears: “Lord, I believe;
help thou mine unbelief.” So
also the psalmistin Psalm 43.
He has not given up, he has
not thrown everything away.
He has not said, “Forget it. I
don’t believe in God anymore.”
No, God’s grace has kept him
back from that step. But he is
struggling with a divided
heart. “Lord, I know that Thou
art my strength. But why then
do all of these things happen
to me?”

As he cries out of these
circumstances, we see in verse
1, he at first focuses on vindi-
cation, personal vindication.
“Vindicate me, O God, plead
my cause against an ungodly
nation: O deliver me.” “Be a
lawyer,” he asks God. “Set the
record straight. Be my law-
yer. Give me a public vindica-

tion. Show that I am right.
Elevate me. Take away the
opposition.”

Now, beloved in the Lord
Jesus Christ, it is not neces-
sarily wrong to pray that
way—to pray, “Lord, deliver
me from people who misrepre-
sent. Deliver me from cancer.
Deliver me from illness. De-
liver me from the hurricane.
Deliver me from problems. De-
liver me from difficulties.” But
as we read this Psalm, we see
that the psalmist begins to
understand that this is not
the main point. If you glance
ahead to verses 3-5, you will

see that he never comes back
to this point of vindication.
He begins: “Vindicate me.”
But as he draws closer to God,
he loses sight of that petition
when he sees more important
things. Yes, you may ask God,
“Vindicate me from my prob-
lems, my woes, and my ill-
ness.” But, you see, one does
not need to be a Christian in
order to pray that prayer.
There 1s nothing spiritual in
itself about that. In fact, the
devil wants that. The devil
wants to be vindicated, too.
Everybody wants that. That
is a natural desire. Anyone
desperate enough will pray:
“Change this. Deliver me. I
don’t want this anymore.” The
devil and the world can say
that.

But what the psalmist
says in the next verses the
devil never would, the unbe-
lieving world never will, and a
mere outward Christian never
does. For, as you go ahead in
verses 3 and 4, you will see
that he asks God to lead him,
not out of his oppression, but
to God’s holy tabernacle. He
wants to appear before God,
his exceeding joy. And as he
considers God in his soul, the
important thing comes to him:
God, my exceeding joy. That
is the important thing. He
does not need so much the
change of circumstances, but
he needs God. The devil does
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not pray like that. Neither do
pretended Christians who go
to church merely out of cus-
tom.

a divided heart. He was just
like us—he could know mo-
ments when he was beside

himself. He was

Now let us go upset. He was
f d and see agitated. There
o s ' He does not need are not two men
the very rich : :
so much the change in this Psalm.
prayer that he _ ™ '
makes in this of circumstances, ere is one
Psalm: verses 3 but he needs gocf man. The man
who begins
and 4. Thope you

have your Bible
opentothat. This

is an amazing and rich prayer.
It shows us how to pray when
we believe that God has for-
saken us. As we enter into the
beautiful chamber of this
prayer, let us look first of all
at the whole.

“O send out thy light and
thy truth,” we read. “Let them
lead me; let them bring me
unto thy holy hill, and to thy
tabernacles. Then will T go
unto the altar of God, unto
God my exceeding joy: yea,
upon the harp will I praise
thee, O God my God.”

That prayer reveals much
rich spiritual experience with
God. The vocabulary, the se-
quence of thought, the God-
centeredness, the intensity,
the adoration oozes from the
prayer. It reveals a man who
has known God, who has gone
very deep with God, who has
a deep and rich walk with
God.

And yet, he could also have

praying, “Lord,
set the record
straight. I believe that thou
hast forsaken me. Put an end
to all of this!”—the same man
prays as he draws closer to
God: “Send Thy light and
truth, O God, my God. I will
praise Thee.”

Notice, as I said before,
that asheentersintothe heart
of his prayer in verses 3 and 4,
there is not even a whiff of any
desire for personal vindication
anymore. As I said, if you
want to pray for the vindica-
tion of the truth in your life,
that 1s OK. But that is still
not the main issue. Being
proven right at work, being
proven right in your marriage
squabble, defeating cancer,
overcoming heart disease, de-
livered from Katrina—yes,
pray about that. But where is
your exceeding joy? Being
shown to be right ... or loving
God? Beating cancer ... or
knowing God? The devil wants
to get well too. He wants to
escape what is coming against
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him. Unbelievers want to be
provenright. The world wants
to beat cancer. Unbelieving
couples want to overcome low
income, move into bigger
homes, have a boat.

That is not the main is-
sue. We are all going to die.
What will we have then? The
psalmist says, “God, my ex-
ceeding joy. O God, my God.”
Do you know something about
that?

Intwenty years, how many
who are now listening to this
broadcast will be dead? The
main issue in your life is not
vindication. It is not health.
It is not what other people are
saying about you today. The
main issue in your life is not
your figure and what it looks
like. The main issue is not
what things
you have or
donot have.
The main
issue is

God. Who you have

is God to or do not have.

you? The main issue
Now let

is God.

us look for
a few mo-
ments at
some of the details of this beau-
tiful prayer. It stands out in
three stages.

The psalmist begins, “O
send out thy light and thy
truth: let them lead me.” He

The main issue
is not what things

is asking for God’s Word to
shine into his heart. He needs
God’s light because he is in
the dark. He is asking that
the power of God’s Word and
truth vitalize his heart. He is
looking around. He does not
see God. He has taken refuge
in God: “Thou art my
strength.” But he is in the
dark. He knows that God is a
refuge and a rock, but he does
not feel that. He feels the
opposition of the enemy. So
he asks: “Send Thy clear, re-
invigorating light, Thy fixed
truth. Let it sink into the
walls of my heart. I am blind
to something, O Lord. I can’t
see. I feel that I am rejected.
Lord, open the eyes of my heart
(not my physical eyes, but the
eyes of my heart) that I might,
through Thy Word, see the
riches of Thy grace. 1
know all about that.
My head understands
all of those things. My
pastor has come to me
this week and said,
‘All things work to-
gether for good to
them that love God.” I
know that. But, Lord,
send forth Thy light,
send forth the power
of Thy Word to illumine my
soul. Send forth Thy truth,”
he says, “the truth of the
Bible.” That truth is real. The
doctrines and the promises
and the precepts are truth.
You can get your hand on it.
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You can understand it. They
are called creeds, confessions
of the church. “Lord, flood my
heart with Thy light. Baptize
my soul with Thy truth.”

Then he goeson, “Let them
(that is, let Thy Word, let Thy
truth) bring me unto thy holy
hill, and to thy tabernacles.
Then will I go unto the altar of
God.” He says, “God’s light,
God’s truth in the heart, pulls
me to a place.” It is called a
holy hill. It is called an altar.
It refers to the cross. The
altar was placed in the taber-
nacle on God’s holy hill. And
what happened on that altar?
Blood. Lots and lots of blood.
It was all pointing ahead to
Christ and Him crucified. The
altar on which our sins are
washed away and the covenant
of God is established and con-
firmed. That is everything to
us. The gospel, the cross of
Jesus Christ, is the great and
only good. That your guilt is

prayer for vindication. And
let it bring me to the altar of
God on Mount Calvary, where
He bled and died for me.”

Then he says, “Then will I
go ... unto God my exceeding
joy: yea, upon the harp will I
praise thee, O God my God.”
“Bring me, O Lord, to Thee in
Christ Jesus, that I might
know Thee as my God, the God
who is my exceeding joy.”

The final goal of the Chris-
tian life is not the forgiveness
of sins. The forgiveness of
sins is a means to bring you to
God Himself. God is the gos-
pel. Godisjoy. God is exceed-
ing joy. The word “exceeding”
is joy of my joy, joy of my glad-
ness. The psalmist is piling it
up. No, heis saying, “I cannot
really express who God is—
majestic, glorious, lovely—oh,
joy of my joy! God, my exceed-
ing joy!”

Do you know God? The

purged psalmist means
away on the that God is his
altar on root joy, his core
which His That your guilt joy. All other
blood. was ispurgecfaway things, without
shed is all . God, are utterly
that mat. on the altar on which empty. All joy
ters. The His blood was shed without God is
psalmist is all that matters. bubble joy. It is
says, “Let burst-on-the-
thy light first-sharp-thing
and truth joy. Itis floating-

come, that it might reveal my
sin. My sin—even in my

away-like-a-little-bubble joy.
But God is the joy of my
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joy, the center of all truth. All
other joys (good food, home,
car, friends, money, fishing,
booze)—are they the root of
your joy? That is a hollow joy.
No, it is worse than that. Itis
an addicting joy and it is going
to leave you gutted. Itis going
to leave you empty. Not God.
“Oh God, my God; my joy, joy
of my joy. Strip all away from
me and you have not taken
away my joy,” says the psalm-
ist. “I will go to Thy altar, O
God, my exceeding joy. How
precious is my God.”

Here is the man of God,
now. He has been brought to
prayer before God. He is sur-
rounded by enemies. He is
beleaguered. He has prayed,
“Send forth Thy light and Thy
truth. Bring me to the altar of
Mount Calvary to see the for-
giveness of my sins. Now [ am
brought before the issue of
life—God, who is in Himself
everything and, therefore, is
everything to me.”

The issue in your life to-
day is not your health. It is
not your job. It is not your
IRA. It is not the rumors that
are floating round about you.
It is not if you have enough
money. Itis not how you look.
It is not how your house is or if
it needs repair. It is not the
state of the furniture. Itis not
whether you have a boat. The
issue is: God. Do you know
God? For if you do not, you

have nothing. But if you have
God through Jesus Christ, by
amazing grace, then you have
joy of joy.

The psalmist goes on to
say, “I will praise Thee upon a
harp.” Bring out the most
sweet, the most celestial in-
struments, and I will enjoy
God and I will praise Him.

But you say to me, “OK,
but I’'m still troubled. All you
said is true, pastor. It’s God’s
Word. I can’t argue with that.
But....” If you read verse 5
you see that the psalmist was
ready with his “but,” too. He
leaped very high in prayer.
He confessed that God was his
exceeding joy. But his feet
start coming back down to the
reality of life, to those enemies,
to the slander, to the woe, and
to the problems. But then he
takes himselfto task. He says,
“Why art thou cast down, O
my soul? and why art thou
disquieted within me? hope in
God: for I shall yet praise
him, who is the health of my
countenance, and my God.” He
has been talking to God. And
now, after he has been in
prayer, he comes back to talk
to himself and to speak to his
soul on behalf of God. He is
talking to himself. He is talk-
ing to his soul back and forth.
The soul says, “I'm disquieted.
I don’t like this.” And he
speaks to his soul and says,
“Why are you disquieted?
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Hope in God.” The man is
preaching to himself. Do you
know that you can preach to
yourself? You can preach the
whole gospel to yourself every
day. Do not be

done so, will God now change?
Will He go back?

Hope in God! Rely upon
God. Depend upon God. Cast
yourself, by

a living
ealsfy 0% youré faith, into
:Zniper (;70?1(;- You can preach the almighty
self. Counsel the whole gospel i“.m.ﬂs OfGt}(lie
yourself. to yourself every day. Slgé?gs topoit;
Preach the gos- Do not be easy ’ ’
pel to yourself. I
Shall we do on yoursef. Look to the
that? Do not pamper cross. “Send

As those yourse[f. fprth thy
who confess Counsel yourself. ilghttha,r,l d %y
the altar of God 1(‘)1111 s.ee itg
as our exceed- }I:ook to God.
ing joy, as the ’
power of our salvation, shall Oh, my God! dJoy of all

we do that? Shall we counsel
ourselves? Shall we confess
that God Himself is exceeding
joy? Soul of mine, you are
burdened with forebodings to-
day. You are stewing at the
injustice of it all. Soul, you
feel disquieted. You cannot
seem to rest. You are driven.
Soul, you are feeling sorry for
yourself. Youimagine thereis
no friend for you. Why? Is
God dead? Has God left His
heaven? Has God abdicated
His throne? Has Godlaid down
the reins of His sovereignty?
Did Jesus Christ die upon
Mount Calvary? Did God, in
sovereign love, give you Jesus
Christ to bear your curse, to
wash away your sins? Having

joys. He has not cast you away,
child of God. Rest in hope.
This i1s the issue of your life.
The most important thing is
not, vindicate me. Here is the
mostimportant thing: Oh God,
my God, give me to know Thee.
Give me to love Thee. Give me
to serve Thee. Give me to
glorify Thee. Give me to re-
joice in Thee, oh joy of my joy.

Let us pray.

We thank Thee, O Lord,
for Thy Word. We pray that
Thou wilt write it upon the
walls of our hearts today. We
pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Dear Radio Friends,

The Reformed Witness
Hour celebrates the gift of
Christian mothers today by
turning to the Word of God in
Psalm 113:9. There we read,
“He (that is, God) maketh the
barren woman to keep house,
and to be a joyful mother of
children. Praise ye the Lorp.”

Perhaps on this Mother’s
Day, even as a Christian
woman, you react to those
words, especially “a joyful
mother of children,” with a bit
of cynicism, or of guilt. “Joy-
ful mothers”? Maybe, after
looking at the harsh reality of
so much

the difficulties, the yelling, the
resentment, the discourage-
ments? Joyful mothers?
Would your children recognize
you today? Is not motherhood,
as the world would have it,
drudgery? Does it not mean to
be chained to meals, laundry,
cleaning, thankless tasks—so
much that i1s taken for
granted? dJoyful?

And what about the Word
of God itself? Does not God
say in Genesis 3:16 to Eve,
and in her to all women: “In
sorrow thou shalt bring forth
thy children”? Has not sin
really ruined motherhood, as
is evident in post-partum de-

pression and
tha g S
closed Maybe, after looking O-thsr difficul-
doors in at the harsh reality ties?
your fam- of so much that goes on What about
ily, you behind closed doors children who are
would not . . born with dis-
call your- in your family, eases? What
self joyful. you would not about learning-
Yes, with call yourself joyful. disabled chil-
that first- dren—long
born in nights sitting up

your arms
you were filled with joy, but
what about the lifelong task of
motherhood? And what about
the many sins that attend it—

with them and
their homework? Rebellious
children? Then, to add to it,
the reality at times (may God
forbid) of faithless husbands.
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Does the Word of God
make light of all of this? Does
the Word of God intend to mock
us? “He maketh thee to be a
joyful mother of children”?

People of God, daughters
of God, the Word of God (God!)
speaks of joyful mothers. Itis
no myth. Godis speaking here
of a joy that at bottom is noth-
ing less than the joy of salva-
tion, a joy in God, and a joy
that God imparts to the expe-
rience of your heart as a Chris-
tian mother. It is the joy of
which Jesus spoke in John 15:
My joy, which no man can take
from you. A joy found in the
knowledge that you are God’s
servant, being used of Him in
His kingdom—a joy that God
gives to every believing mother
today—every woman of God—
a joy that is this, that God is
your faithful God, who hath
given to you a beautiful and a
crucial task in His kingdom.
It is called “motherhood.”

Our text i1s an example of
the condescending goodness of
God. In Psalm 113 the psalm-
ist is thinking of God in His
glory and majesty. “Who 1is
like unto the LorD our God,
who dwelleth on high, who
humbleth himself to behold
the things that are in heaven,
and in the earth!” (vv. 5, 6). So
exalted that He must stoop
down low to view the heavens!
He must bow to see the stars!
So glorious is God.

But this God is not like
the detached idols of the hea-
then, like the Greek gods.
Their majesty was seen in in-
difference. No, for although
Heishigh and cannot be added
unto, yet verse 7 tells us that
He delights to raise “up the
poor out of the dust.” The
glorious God, the fullness of
blessing in Himself, delights
in blessing the lowly and the
insignificant, the downcast
and the despised. And He de-
lights especially in blessing
His daughters, women, moth-
ers, to make them joyful.

Unmistakably and un-
ashamedly, the Scriptures of
God identify motherhood with
joy. “He maketh a joyful
mother of children.”

The word “joyful” refers to
a great inward happiness, not
necessarily to what we might
call a bubbly, happy tempera-
ment, but to the possession of a
great good—a good so great that
it floods the heart and gives an
abiding inward joy or satisfac-
tion to one’s soul. That is the
meaning of joy in Scripture.

Certainly we may show
outward happiness. But when
the Scriptures speak of joy,
they are referring to some-
thing within, something deep
within, present even in the
midst of grief, something, in
fact, that grief causes to shine.
My soul, says David, “shall be
joyful in the Lord. I will re-
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joice in God all the day,” even
in times of trial and gloom.
The picture,
then, of this joy
is that of the
heart, of a rest-
fulness and sat-
isfaction of soul
in God, an abid-
ing joy pos-
sessed by every
believing

When the Scriptures
speak,of joy,
they are referring
to something within,
something deep within,
present even in

is really depressing. A career
is more important. Mother-
hood, we
are told, can
be chosen
today out-
side of mar-
riage. Why
should an
unmarried
woman be
denied this

woman. Sarah, the midst of grief, privilege?
Abraham’s fi . " Mother-
wife, said, “God something, in fact, hood should
has made me to that grief not stand in

laugh. All that
hear me will
laugh with me.”
Mary said, “My soul doth mag-
nify the Lord, and my spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Sav-
ior.” Hannah, in the Old Tes-
tament, said, “My heart
rejoiceth in the Lord.”

Let us get that into our
heads and into our hearts for a
moment. God gives to you
mothers an abiding, inward,
imperishable joy—joy rooted
in God and in His grace to you
as His daughters. Do not let
the world squeeze you into its
mold. And if there is any area
in which the world system 1is
trying to do so, it is in the area
of motherhood today. There is
a demonic, concerted attack
on the dignity and glory of
motherhood as created by God.
Books, TV talk shows, poli-
tics—all proclaim that moth-
erhood, as we understand it,

causes to shine.

the way of a
career. And
if mother-
hood threatens to interrupt
your plans, then the world says
youmay abort your child. Ster-
ile operating rooms in our
country slaughter millions of
children, of people. And our
generation, which in hypoc-
risy decries the holocaust of
World War IT and of Hiroshima
and marchesin protest against
the death penalty, condones
and defends and insists upon
the slaughter of children. Our
generation is going to have to
answer one day to the Al-
mighty! Motherhood—we are
told that that is confining,
degrading, restrictive, evil.

Now listen. All the people
of God, listen! I do not want
you to miss this truth. Scrip-
ture informs us of this truth:
Motherhood is a joy given of
God.
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What is the source of this
joy? It arises from three con-
siderations. First of all, moth-
erhood is the gift of God in
bearing and delivering a child
of the covenant. A believing
woman 1s

explain it. Ecclesiastes 11:5,
“As thou knowest not what is
the way of the spirit, nor how
the bones do grow in the womb
of her that is with child: even
so thou knowest not the works

of God who

given the maketh all.”
joy of wit- Now pause
nessing a A believing woman P 4
oo o fo women and
Wonk ; 1S given the joy mothers, and all
v(:%rd —Oa of witnessing of us, to con-
work that a wonderwork of God. sider.  Ponder
t these things in
dmus pro- your heart. God
azt‘; a:ée forms another

joicing of the heart before God.
The text emphasizes that
motherhood is a work of God.
He maketh the barren woman
to keep house and to be a joy-
ful mother of children. This is
reminding us that pregnancy
and birth are exclusively the
work of almighty God. Yes,
He sometimes does withhold
children according to His will
and grants His promises of
love and grace when He with-
holds. But God is telling us
that every time pregnancy and
birth occur, it is His wonder of
life.

Now, I know that all the
medical and technological in-
novations and learning of men
seem to rob us of this miracle
of God. We hear of test-tube
babies, in vitro fertilization.
But the fact remains: life is
created by God alone. And
medicine and science cannot

life out of you
and gives to that life a soul.
God uses your body to nur-
ture, your organs to make
room, so that this child draws
his life from you and comes
forth from you. And all of this
is the wonderwork of the won-
drous God. It must produce a
humble joy—not boasting, not
saying, Oh, look what I did!
but look what God did.

The world, of course, sees
a child as an extension of self,
to bring pleasure to oneself.
But the child of God boasts in
the profound work of God in
the gift of a child.

Secondly, the joy being re-
ferred to here is the joy of being
found in the will of God. And
thatis biblical joy. What does it
mean? It means that our God
assigns to each one of us a sta-
tion in His glorious kingdom, a
place that is marked out with
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gracious care. That place can
come to us in the church, home,
family. And He says to us in
that place, “Occupy till I come.”
Work out here your salvation.
And He gives us the talents for
that place—talents that are not
all the same, but wisely fitted
for us.

The joy of heart that God
gives to believing mothers is
toreceive their place from God
thankfully and to seek to per-
form the will of God in that
place. Motherhood is the will
of God for you mothers. God’s
will for you is that you nur-
ture, rear, and give life to chil-
dren and care for your hus-
band. Outside of that will of
God for you there is nojoy. We
can see that in the modern
woman today, who rejects with
disdain God Himself. There is
no joy, but there is a deep,
abiding grudge, bitterness and
emptiness, a resentment. But
the child of God finds joy in
being in the will of God. ’'Tis
joy, we say, to do Thy will.

God’s will,
which brings
joy, is mother-
hood. It is the
nurture and it
is the care of
children. That
is a joy that
comes not in
spite of the task
of being a
mother. It is not a joy that is

Through mothers
God is preparing
a church to praise Him.
There is nothing
more awesome than this.

added to the task. Butitis a
joy found exactly in the task.
The Savior Himself said that
“he that findeth his life shall
lose it; and he that loseth his
life for my sake shall find it.”
When you are, as a mother,
pursuing the will of your Cre-
ator and Redeemer, then your
Creator and Redeemer, your
Lord, rewards you with the
experience of joy—the joy of
being in His will.

Finally, the joy of a mother
is found in this: you under-
stand from the Word of God
the importance of the task He
has given. You should never
say, and we ought not allow
the statement, “I'm just a
mother”—as if that is drudg-
ery. Never say that! But let
us have some joy. Let us have
some amazement in the state-
ment, “I have been blessed to
be a mother!” Let us hear
some thrill in the voice.

Through mothers God is
preparing a church to praise
Him. There
is nothing
more awe-
some than
this, for God
loves His
church. And
the end of all
things 1is
when His
gloriousface
is going to
shine reflected in the church
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that Christ saves. But Christ
is now preparing that church
in a very significant and indis-
pensable manner through the
instrumentality of believing
mothers. This is the Scrip-
tures. God is so gracious, so
good, that He takes weak and
sinful women, whom He loves
in Jesus Christ, and He sanc-
tifies them by His Holy Spirit
and gives to them a crucial
place in His kingdom of grace.
Are you going to envy the
world’s women? Oh, no! Honor
those whom God hath honored.
God takes sinful and frail and
sometimes crabby women and
prepares the children of the
kingdom through them.

Are you joyful? How do
you respond to the Word of
God? We ought to respond
today with humble thanks:
“Oh, Lord, when I consider Thy
works, the works of creating
life within me; when I con-
sider, O Lord, the privilege of
serving Thee in Thy will; when
I consider the importance of
being a Christian mother and
how Thy mighty hand prepares
my children even for their eter-
nal place—O Lord, I stand be-
fore Thee in humble joy!” Are
you joyful?

“Joyful,” in the Scriptures,
as I said before, is not always
jumping up and down, but it is
a contentment; it is a resolve;
and it is a peace of heart. God
calls me to do this and I am

thankful that the Lord calls
me to do this in my home.

He makes a joyful mother
of children. Let us give God
praise for that! Let us rejoice
today in that. And as we re-
joice, let us first of all guard
this Word of God from a weak-
ness, a weakness that is found
at times in mothers. Let me
explain.

I believe that Christian
mothers who love their Lord
Jesus Christ with all their
heart and desire to be pleasing
to Him, yet, as they come un-
der the difficulties of being a
mother, very often are tempted
to morbid introspection, to ex-
cessive self-criticism, and to
hopelessness, when they see
their shortcomings.

This is what I have in
mind. You have had a busy
day. It began at six o’clock in
the morning. You had to make
the breakfast and the lunches
and you had to get your kids
off to school and your husband
off to work. After that, you
straightened up the house.
You put the little ones down
for their nap. You watered the
marigolds. And after the little
ones woke up, you gave them
lunch and you went to the
park. You returned in time to
make and serve dinner. After
that there was the homework,
baths, bedtime stories, and the
prayers. Finally, at 10, 11,
you fall into bed exhausted.
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But you cannot sleep. For sud-
denly you remember how short
you were with your daughter
about her room, which was
messy after you told her to
pick it up. And you yelled.
You remember how disap-
pointed your son looked when
you told him that you did not
have time to color because you
needed to fold the laundry.
You think of the fact that you
have gained five pounds. You
have not had time for your
husband. You had little time
to pray. And you conclude
that you are not a good mother,
you are a horrible wife, and
you feel the tons of anxiety
and depression crushing upon
you.

What does God say? God
says that whenever we have
sinned, we must confess that
sin to God and, if need be, to
the child tomorrow. Tomor-
row will be sufficient. You do
not need to wake the child up.
But the Word of God says this:
“You must not look to your-
self, but you must look to your
God, the God who delights in
you and the God who is pleased
to use you.”

I commend to you a verse
in the Scriptures (Phil. 4:8),
“If there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise (if there be
any good report, if there be
any good thing), think on these
things.” God does not con-
demn His daughters. He is

the God of all mercy and the
Father of all comfort. The liv-
ing God does not pile upon you
accusations, so many and so
heavy that you cannot get out
of bed in the morning. No,
look to your heavenly Father,
who loves you, who has justi-
fied you in the blood of Jesus,
who cherishes you and has
promised never to forsake you,
and who says, “I make you a
joyful mother of children. I
will use you for the good of
your children.” Look to God.

When we see, then, the
blessings of motherhood, let
us praise the Lord. And let us
do that with irrepressible
praise for God’s grace and
goodness today. Dowe dothat?
Do we do that today? Do we do
that as those who know the
truth of the covenant, who
know the truths of the prom-
ises of God? Do we do that
today for our Christian moth-
ers?

Man, husband—what does
God hear from your heart to-
day about your wife and the
mother of your children? When
you see all of her work in the
home and the marriage, the
work of a wife and mother,
what does God hear? Does He
hear simply a grunt, “Well,
yah, yah, I'm certainly thank-
ful for my wife.” Or does He
hear, rumbling in your heart,
praise of how merciful God has
been to you in giving to you
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such a wife and such a mother
for your children? Do you
praise and thank Him? Do
you praise God, as a husband?
I am amazed sometimes that
husbands cannot, apparently,
verbalize thankfulness. How
many times, when I have asked
ahusband, “Do you ever thank
your wife and show that you
appreciate her?” he responds,
“Well, she knows. I don’t need
to tell her.” Yes, you do. That
is the way God has made her.
You need to tell her that you
love her. You need to tell her
that you pray for her. You
need to tell her that you are
thankful and praise God for
her as your wife and as the
mother of your children.

Do we do that as children
today? Do we do that as young
people, teenagers, young men
and young women? Are you
thankful for your mother?
Children, are you thankful for
your mommy today? Do you
thank God for her, not just
today, but always?

I remember my children
telling me when they were
younger how uncommon it was
for kids to have lunches with
homemade cookies, and then
my thoughts went back that
my mother would always make
my lunch, and when she would
put a cookie in that lunch,
there was a part of my mother’s
love in that cookie. Of course,
today, the attitude is, “Why

waste time with all of these
mixes and baking stuff when
we can use lunchables?” You
know, it can even be seen in a
lunch—the love and care of a
mother. Children, do you
thank God for your mother?
Girls, teenage girls, do you
thank God for your mother, or
do you just argue with her?
How long has it been since you
thanked God for your mother,
teenage boy? Do you praise
God for her?

Let us hear the Word of
God and let it mold us: God
makes joyful mothers. The
world raises its eyebrows.
Another child? You are going
to have another one? Don’t
you know how they come? You
are going to ruin your figure!
Let us pray to God for our
mothers. Let us call them
blessed gifts of God. Let us
exalt God who delights in
showing such mercy to those
who are nothing of themselves,
those whom He raises up and
makes joyful mothers of chil-
dren.

Let us pray.

Father, may Thy Word be
our joy, our comfort, our en-
couragement. Lord, we thank
Thee that Thou hast so shown
Thy love and presence in the
gift of believing mothers. To
Thee be praise and honor
through Jesus Christ, Amen.



My Soul Is Anchored in Heaven

17

May 20, 2007
No. 3359

THE REFORMED WITNESS HOUR
My Soul Is Anchored in Heaven
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Dear radio friends,

Forty days after Jesus cast
off death and arose from
the grave, He was lifted up
from the earth into heaven.
We callit the Ascension. Jesus
Christ, in His glorified body,
is now in heaven.

What does the ascension
of Jesus into heaven mean?

The Scriptures are full of
its significance. Colossians
3:1, 2, “Seek
those things
which are
above, where
Christ sitteth
on the right
hand of God.
Set your affec-
tion on things
above, not on
things on the earth.” Or, I
Peter 3:22, “Who is gone into
heaven, and is on the right
hand of God.” That is, be-
cause He ascended into
heaven, Jesusis our King, who
rules the world.

But the main, central,
blessing of the ascension is
the certainty of the believers’
salvation, the absolute surety
of the hope that is to be found

The main, central,
blessing of the ascension
is the certainty of the
believers’ salvation.

in Jesus Christ. Jesus’ en-
trance into heaven means that
all who, by the grace of God,
belong to Him are secure in
Him and have the absolute
certainty of being fully glori-
fied. All who are in Christ are
now in heaven. Our soul is
anchored in heaven. dJesus
Christ cast an anchor into
heaven when He ascended.
And He will draw us there to
be with Him. And now, as we
are in the
tides of
this life
with so
many
things
pulling us
away and
working
against
our faith, or as we endure
stormy waves of this life that
would dash us and to destroy
our faith, we, through the as-
cension of Jesus Christ, are
anchored in heaven.

There are the tides of grief
that pull, and despair, and
depression, and loss, and lone-
liness, and rejection of friends.
And, like a boat, we can be
pulled away from Christ.
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There are the stormy winds of
evillusts and temptations and
greed as great waves seeking
to cast us upon the rocks of
wickedness. What will hold
us?

Jesus Christ is ascended
into heaven. The anchor of
our faith and hope is secure in
Him.

I call your attention today
to a very beautiful passage
concerning the ascension of
Jesus. Itis Hebrews 6:19 and
20. There we read: “Which
hope we have as an anchor of
the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil;
whither the forerunner is for
us entered, even Jesus, made
an high priest for ever after
the order of Melchisedec.”

The apostle is encourag-
ing us in this epistle not to let
go of our hope in Jesus Christ.
In verse 18, he has just said
that we are to “lay hold upon
the hope set before us.” Paul,
in writing Hebrews, is writing
toJewish Christians who were
being tempted under persecu-
tion to go back to their former
religion of Judaism. Instead
of doing that, he says, “Let us
hold on”—Hebrews 6:1, “Let
us go on unto perfection [unto
completion].” He says, con-
cerning those who fall away
(6:8), that they are thorns and
briars and that their end is
that they will be burned. He

says in verse 9, “But, beloved,
we are persuaded better things
of you.” And then in verse 11
he says that we desire that
you “show the same diligence
to the full assurance of hope
unto the end.” The apostle is
seeking to encourage us not to
become slothful and lackadai-
sical and seduced by this
world. He says to us in verse
12, follow them “who through
faith and patience inherit the
promises.” He says to us in
this chapter that God has
given us the promises in
Christ. And, so to speak, God
has gone the extra mile, in
that He has attached an oath
to these promises. He has
sworn, and He has sworn by
Himself, the most precious
reality in the universe. So the
apostle says, “By two immu-
table things, two unchange-
able things, God’s promise and
God’s oath, He has given us
strong encouragement. We
must lay hold upon the hope
that is set before us.”

And then the apostle says
“This hope is sure. It’s like an
anchor of the soul—because
Jesus our High Priest hath
entered into heaven for us.”
When dJesus ascended into
heaven forty days after the
resurrection, He cast the an-
chor of our salvation into
heaven. Our hope is secure.
We have our soul anchored in
heaven.
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The Holy Spirit is giving
to us here a figure of speech, a
picture, which is very strik-
ing. When we think of the
ascension of Jesus Christ, says
the apostle,

chor is sure and steadfast, for
it has entered into that within
the veil. The idea, as I said, i1s
not a chain, an anchor on the
end of a chain, going clang,

clang, clang

we must down into
think of an the bottom
anchor that When Jesus ascended of the harbor
is sure, and into ﬁeavenforty d‘ays or lake, into
steadfast. A £ its mud. But
We must after the resurrection, the idea is of
think of He cast the anchor a grappling
massive of our salvation into heaven. hook being
hooks and thrown up.
welights, This hook
like the an- (anchor)

chor pulled up on the aircraft-
carrier Abraham Lincoln.
Only this anchor is not cast
down into the depths of the
water to hold a ship. Itis cast
up into heaven to hold our
souls. This anchor, says the
apostle, hasbeen castinto that
which i1s within the veil.
Therefore, we have a hope in
us that is as an anchor of the
soul, both sure and steadfast.
Our hope is the future glory,
the complete blessings in
Jesus Christ, the inheritance
and the promises of eternal
life and salvation when we
shall be with Him. That is our
hope. He says, this hope is an
anchor of our soul. It keeps
our soul from drifting off into
unbelief or wickedness. Our
hope of heaven anchors us in
this present world.

And he says that this an-

goes beyond the veil and
catches fast hold of what is
within the veil. It is not an
anchor down in the rocks of
the sea or on the sandy bot-
tom. But it is an anchor that
1s cast into that which i1s in
heaven, the very throne of God.

The Holy Spirit is refer-
ring to the Old Testament tab-
ernacle in the time of Moses,
which had its veil separating
the Holy Place from the Most
Holy Place. That Most Holy
Place, and in it the ark of the
covenant, was the symbol of
the presence of God. You will
remember that the veil in the
Old Testament temple was
torn in half when Jesus Christ
died upon the cross, thereby
signifying that our entrance
into heaven has been secured
through His blood-letting upon
the cross.
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Now, the apostle says, in
the ascension of Jesus Christ,
the anchor has been cast be-

resents the people of God. He
represents God’s children.
And He has gone ahead of us

yond that veil
anditis hooked
into the ark of
the covenant of
God. It is
hooked into the
very throne of
God. It is sure
and steadfast.
When Christ
ascended into
heaven He be-

The anchor
has been cast
beyond that veil
and it is hooked
into the ark,
of the covenant

of God

now into heaven.
And His presence
in heaven is as the
anchor of our souls.

The point is this.
By His infinitely
precious blood,
Jesus Christ has
opened heaven for
us, and now, as the
ascended Lord

came the an-
chor of our soul,
so that we are held sure and
steadfast to the throne of God.
That anchor is not going any-
where. It is sure and stead-
fast.

And all of this is based on
the glorious truth of Christ’s
ascension into heaven. The
apostle says, “Whither [that
is, into heaven behind the veil]
the forerunner is for us en-
tered, even Jesus, made an
high priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec.” Jesus’
ascension is the casting of the
anchor of our soul into heaven.
Asashipisanchored, our souls
are anchored in heaven by His
ascension. We are moored
there. He is the forerunner,
“Whither the forerunner is for
us entered,” the One who has
gone before us, the One who
has come to appear for us in
heaven. He is the One who is
the forerunner for us. He rep-

Jesus, He has gone
before us. His pres-
ence in heaven at
the throne of God is an anchor
for us so that we may say that
our hope of going to heaven is
sure and steadfast. United to
Christ who is in heaven, our
soul is anchored. Our hope is
sure and steadfast.

We need, desperately, this
anchor of the soul.

A ship in the harbor or in
the inlet needs anchorage so
that it is not pulled out by the
tide. And a boat off a rocky
shore, off cliffs, needs an an-
chor so that it is not pushed by
the waves upon and up onto
the rocks to be destroyed.

So our souls, which belong
to Jesus Christ, are now in
this world and we need an an-
chorage. We need something
reliable. We need something
sure. The tides of grief pull
upon our hearts to sweep us
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into despair and hopelessness.
There are the currents of tri-
als and struggles
that cause us to
say, “What’s the

Does this question concern
you? Isthe figure of speech in
this passage
this: that
one end of

use? It’s no good. 1 Is the anchor the chain (at-
can’t believe any- ofmy soul tached to the

more. Why should
we keep trying?

as firmly attached anchor) by

the virtue of

We’re going to to my S?u[ Christ’s
quit.” asitis work in as-
And then there to the throne cension is
firm and

are waves. The OfGOd?
stormy winds of steadfast,
wrapped

temptations blow.

They come upon us.

Or those sudden, sinful
urgings of the flesh appear
within our mind as a storm to
cast us upon the rocks of sin
and destruction. I need an
anchor. My soul otherwise
would be swept away into de-
spair or crashed upon the
rocks.

Now I have an anchor in
Jesus Christ. Christ has as-
cended. He is the One to whom
we belong by the grace of God.
Heisascended andisin heaven.
Heis not going anywhere. That
anchor holds. It is sure and
steadfast. For a certainty, our
hope of life eternal is sure and
steadfast. For Jesus has as-
cended there for us.

But now there is a ques-
tion. And this question means
much to me. Hereis the ques-
tion: Is the anchor of my soul
as firmly attached to my soul
as it is to the throne of God?

around the
ark of the covenant upon the
rock of the throne of God; but
now the chain or the rope
dangles from heaven before
my face and I need to grab it
and I need to hold on by my
own strength? The question
is this: Is security only on one
end of the rope, one end of the
chain? Christ hasenteredinto
heaven—He is there. But the
other end, whether or not I
actually am pulled there—
that depends upon me? If we
were on a boat, you say to me,
“I’ve got the very best anchor.
Look at it. See these prongs.
It will grab hold of anything.
Feel the weight. It will keep
us secure. It grabs. Nothing
will pull us loose. We'll be
OK.” But it is not attached to
the boat! I see the end of the
rope floating in the water. I
am not encouraged.

My soul is only as secure
as both ends of the chain. If
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Christ ascended and went to
heaven and everythingis there
and every-
thing is se-
cure there,
but He left
the work for
me to take
hold of the
other end—if
the other end is not attached
by the same mighty grace of
God—then I am not encour-
aged a bit!

Is the picture here of an
anchor bound steadfastly to
the throne of God in heaven so
that nothing could tear that
anchor loose, but the rope is
left hanging in the air—is that
the point of the text and, there-
fore, would you say, “Take hold
and then you will have assur-
ance”? Does it depend then
upon my pitiful strength, my
tenacity, to be kept from being
blown out to sea or swept unto
the rocks of wickedness? The
answer is No! The anchor of
our soul means not only that
the anchor is fixed in heaven
by Christ but also that by the
same power of Jesus Christ it
is firmly attached to my soul.
That is the comfort here.

We read, “Whither the
forerunner is for us entered,
even Jesus, made an high
priest for ever after the order
of Melchisedec.” The One who
has gone before us is Jesus.
He is the One of whom the

My soul is only as secure

as both ends of the chain.

angels said to Joseph that He
shall save His people from
their sins.
He is the
Savior who
was at-
tached to us
by the eter-
nal grace
and love of
God, by the strong fasteners
of God’s everlasting love. We
were united to Him by grace
alone. And nothing is stron-
ger than God’s love that holds
Christ to us and us to Christ.
The boat’s anchor chain can-
not be sheared off, because it
has been fastened by the won-
derful work of this same God—
by Him who is the high priest,
we read, after the order of
Melchisedec. And that is the
reference to Jesus Christ, not
only in His sacrificial death,
but in His mighty power as a
king (Melchisedec the king).

Yes, the apostle says, hold
fast to the profession of your
faith. Show diligence. But
that does not attach you to
Christ but is the fruit of your
having been attached to
Christ. If you lay hold, it is
because God has laid hold of
you.

Jesus Christ died not to
secure only one end, but both
ends—to secure your heart to
Him and to secure us to
heaven.

Listen to Hebrews 13:20,
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21: “Now the God of peace,
that brought again from the
dead our Lord

for us a place in heaven. And
it is the work of Christ to knit
our souls to

Jesus, that Him so that as
great shepherd He is in
of the sheep, Wotﬁing is stronger heaven we, by
through the than gocf’S love His mighty
blood of the ev- . grace, shall
erlasting cov- that holds Christ to us also be taken
enant, make and us to Christ. to heaven. We
you perfect in are not left to
every good depend upon

work to do his

will, working in you [equip-
ping you] that which is well-
pleasingin his sight...to whom
be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.” Our being bound to
Christ was purchased by
Christ. Itis His work in us. If
we think that of our own will,
fallen in sin, we are the ones
who grab hold of the rope, and
that we are the only ones who
can do that, otherwise it will
not be done, then that is arro-
gant. Then we do not know
sin. Then we do not know the
power of the world. No, we say
to Him, to Jesus be the glory.

When I get to heaven, I
will not say to God, “Well, it
was by my good biceps and the
strength of my hands that I
laid hold upon an offer of sal-
vation. Other people couldn’t
hang on to it, but I did!” No
the ascension of Jesus Christ
declares that our hope is firm
on both ends because it is the
work of Christ on both ends.
It is the work of Christ to earn

our weak
hands. But Christ is our an-
chor who has anchored down
one side in heaven and has
anchored us to Him by His
grace.

That is what the ascen-
sion of Jesus Christ says to us.
It declares to us a gospel of
wonderful comfort! It declares
that our salvation depends
upon Jesus. And it announces
to us that He has done all for
us, so that we, by faith, may
rest in Him. There are many
forces that seem to take us
away from Him and would
cause us to give up our hope.
There are griefs and trials and
sicknesses and sins, and all of
the time that we are tempted
to lose sight of Him. But sal-
vation, by the grace of God, is
secure in Christ!

Our security does not,
however, lead us to sinful care-
lessness, to wicked apathy, to
God-dishonoring indifference.
But this security causes us to
lay hold of Christ.
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You ask, “Well, if it’s true
that the anchor is lodged in
the Holy of Holies in the very
heart of God, and that the
other end is
bound to me

already perfect: but I follow
after, if that I may apprehend
[lay hold on] that for which
also I am apprehended of
Christ.” 1
desire tolay

by the same . hold of that
. The ascension :

mighty work ] for which
of God, then of Jesus Christ declares Christ has
why does God that our hope is firm already laid
says (as He on both ends because it is ?Old of mte‘
says in verse . press to
18 of Hebrews the work,of Christ lay hold of
6) that we on both ends. that for
might lay which I was
hold upon the laid hold of

hope that is

set before us? Why does He
tell us to lay hold?” Here is
the answer: The ascended
Christ has not purchased for
us freedom from holding on,
but the power to hold on. He
hasnot said, “Don’t hold.” But
He says, “I have enabled you,
by My grace, to hold fast.”

The ascension of Jesus
Christ has not nullified our
need to be diligent and to hold
fast to our faith. But the as-
cension of Jesus Christ is the
empowerment of our wills by
His divine grace to hold fast.
The ascension of Jesus Christ
hasnot canceled the command
to hold fast, but it is the ful-
fillment of that command. It
has not canceled the exhorta-
tion, but it is the triumph of
the exhortation. Philippians
3:12: “Not as though I had
already attained, either were

by Christ
Jesus. My security in Christ
leads me to diligence.

Lay hold on the hope that
is set before us, the hope that
is as an anchor of the soul,
says the apostle. To lay hold
is heart work. It is not some-
thing that you do with your
hands but with your heart. It
is not something that you do
with your arms or legs, but
with your heart. You can be
paralyzed and on your back in
anursing home. You can be in
a waiting room and say,
“There’s nothing I can do.”
Yes, lay hold, by the grace of
God in your heart, upon the
promises of Christ. Meditate
upon Christ. Think of Him.
See Him—born, crucified,
risen from the dead, ascend-
ing up into heaven. He is your
forerunner. He is your King.
He is your Head. He is your
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Lord. Heis your Husband. He
is your Friend. He is your
Savior!

Lay hold.

What is your soul an-
chored to? What holds it in
sorrow, in trials, in tempta-
tions? Cast your anchor into
what?
Money?
Your-
self?
Plea-
sures?
Booze?
There is
only one
anchor
t hat
pulls you up. There is only
one hope and that is Christ.
This anchor holds and draws

The ascended Christ
has not purchased for us

freedom from holding on,
but the power to hold on.

you until at last you, too, en-
ter into glory and possess the
things that are to be found
within the veil—the glorious
things of God.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for
this word—
such a glorious
word of our se-
curity and sal-
vation in Jesus
Christ, the as-
cended One.
Now give us
that grace
whereby we lay
hold of this
hope in the midst of the trials
and sorrows of this life. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Dear radio friends,

As the Christian church,
we remember and cel-
ebrate today a glorious event
called Pentecost. Pentecost is
the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit of Christ upon the
church fifty days after Jesus
arose from the dead, ten days
after Jesus had ascended into
heaven. On that day the Holy
Spirit was given to the church
of God to assure us of our
sonship and adoption into the
family of God. The Holy Spirit
was given to us to convict our
souls that we are now the chil-
dren of God through the blood
of Jesus Christ our blessed
Savior.

As I said, fifty days after
His resurrection, ten days af-
ter His ascension, Jesus Him-
self poured out the Holy Spirit
upon His church. Why did He
do that? We read this answer
in the Holy Scriptures: To
bear witness to our spirit that
we are the children of God.

Our passage todayis taken
from the glorious eighth chap-
ter of the book of Romans, the
verses 14-16. We read: “For
asmany as are led by the Spirit

of God, they are the sons of
God. For ye have not received
the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit
itselfbeareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the chil-
dren of God.”

Romans 8 is one of the
most cherished chaptersinthe
Bible. Its theme is Our Secu-
rity in Jesus Christ. It begins
with the glorious words,
“Thereis therefore now no con-
demnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus.” And it ends
with the triumphant state-
ment: Nothing “shall be able
to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” The concern of the
inspired apostle Paul in this
chapter is to draw a portrait of
the believer who is secure in
Christ. That portrait of the
true believer is that he has
the Spirit of Christ in him,
given by grace to be in him.

We read in verse 9, “But
ye are not in the flesh, but in
the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you.”
And in verse 1 we are told that
we “walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.” Then in
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verse 13, the apostle said that
with the Holy Spirit being gra-
ciously given to him, the child
of God must kill sin within
himself, or that sin will kill
him. We read, “For if ye live
after the flesh, ye shall die:
but if ye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body,
ye shall live.” The indwelling
of the Holy Spirit puts you, by
the grace of God, on the path
of killing sin within you. You
kill sin by having the mindset
of the Holy Spirit, a mind that
is set on things of the Spirit of
God in Christ. When you are
set upon the blood-bought
promises of God in Christ, your
mind will be set on destroying
sin within you.

It may sound as if the Holy
Spirit is a weapon in our

is not a responder to us. But
He leads us into battle, and
leads us, in the battle, to know
that we are children of God.
For as many as are led by the
Spirit, they are the sons of
God. The Spirit-led are the
sons of God.

Now, what does it mean to
be led by the Spirit of God? It
could be made to mean all
kinds of things. We could think
of some internal, emotional
impulse in making a decision.
You say, “I believe I was led to
this college...to this boyfriend
...tothisjob.” And, yes, we are
indeed led by God. We do not
minimize seeking to be led by
the Holy Spirit in our deci-
sions. For we read in Prov-
erbs 3: “In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him and he shall

hands. “If ye, through the direct thy paths.” But be care-
Spirit, do mortify the ful that
deeds of the flesh,” the Spirit
says the apostle. And leads
we ask the question: But be carqfu[t/iat you, and
“Are we not in the the Spirit leads you, that you
Spirit’s hands?” And and that you do not do not try
the answer is, Yes. . to lead
For we read that “as try to lead Him Him or to
many as are led by or to pass 0—7-[7[ pass off
the Spirit of God, they your desires as His. your de-
are the sons of God.” sires as
The Holy Spirit, then, His. To
is not a weapon in our be led

hands. But we are in His
hands. When we put to death
sin through the Holy Spirit it
is because we are led by the
Holy Spirit. He guides us. He

means to be governed and to
be ruled by the Holy Spirit.

In this context of Romans
8, tobe led by the Spirit means
to kill sin in your life. It is to
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be led into warfare with your
remaining sin. Notice again
how verse 14 begins: “Forifye
be led by the Spirit,” that is,
the apostle is giving a reason,
an explanation. For what? For
what he said in verses 13 and
14: “If ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the
body.... For as many as are led
by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God.” In other
words, killing the deeds of the
body, the deeds

child of God.” We are given
assurance of being children of
God when we are led by the
Holy Spirit into warfare with
our sins.

Are youled by the Spirit of
God? Areyou at war with your
remaining sin? If you would
come to me and say, “I'm not
sure if I'm led by the Holy
Spirit. I'm not sure that the
Holy Spirit is mine. I'm not
sure that this
promised Spirit
of Christ cel-
ebrated on Pen-

of sin, i1s the

same as being (lina the deed:
led by the Kz mgﬁ 66 ([ee S
Spirit of God. th € boay),
When we do the deeds of sin,
something is the same as
through the being led by the
Spirit, it is the g

same as being Spirit of God.
led by the

tecost is in me.
I’'m not sure.”
Then I would ask
you this question:
“How do you feel
about sin? Do you
know your own

Spirit of God.

Being led by the Spirit is,
therefore, first of all, to kill
sin in your life. And to be led
by the Spirit is also the assur-
ance of being sons of God. “For
as many as are led by the Spirit
of God,” we read, “they are the
sons of God.”

So, here, to be led by the
Spirit of God is not to say “I
was led to the right college...to
the right spouse...or to the
right job,” but it is to say, “To
beled by the Spirit means that
by the Spirit I am led to kill
sin, and by the Holy Spirit I
am led to know that I am a

sin? Do you have
a cavalier atti-
tude about sin?” I would take
you to this text and I would
read it to you. I would say,
“Listen. To mortify sin
through the Spirit is to be led
by the Spirit of God. That’s
His testimony. That’s His
work. Don’t make being led by
the Holy Spirit into something
else first. Don’t make being
led by the Spirit first an emo-
tional, indefinable, experience
of some sort, or some kind of
shaking or speaking in tongues
or whatever. No, this is first,
this is the work of the Holy
Spirit: you will be led to war-
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fare against your besetting
sins.

Now, are you indifferent
toward your
sin? Do you
know what the
prick of con-
science of the
Holy Spirit
against your
sin is? The
Holy Spirit
leads the chil-
dren of God in
a warfare
against their
sins. Do you fight sin in your
life? Or are you blasé about
sin—at least in your own life?
Upset aboutitinother people’s
lives, but indifferent to it in
your own life. Then you are
not led by the Spirit. For the
Spirit leads us in a battle
against our sins, our personal
sins.

And the reason the Holy
Spirit is the impulse in us to
kill our sin is that we are the
sons of God, we are the chil-
dren of God. The Spirit leads
us, says the apostle, to fight
sin, to kill sin. By showing us
the superior worth of our
Father’s love, He assures us
that we are the children or
God. Itfollows, therefore, that
we will, with that assurance
of being a child of God, fight
sin. The Holy Spirit leads by
showing us Christ as superior
to all that sin could ever offer

The children of God
have the values,
the priorities,
and the tastes
of their
heavenly Father.

us. He brings us into a love
relationship with God. He as-
sures us of our adoption as
children of God. In other
words, the chil-
dren of God have
the values, the
priorities, and
the tastes of
their heavenly
Father.

You say of an-
other man’s son,
“T met him the
other day, and
he’s a chip off
the old block. He’s just like
you.” So, by grace, the chil-
dren of God have the traits of
their heavenly Father—be-
cause of the Holy Spirit. Thus,
to be led by the Holy Spirit
means that you have new pref-
erences. You have a new love.
And you have a new sadness.
Your new love is God. Your
sadness, your grief, is your sin.
To live as a son or daughter of
God means that we kill sin in
ourselves. All of this is the
fruit of being led by the Holy
Spirit.

You will be drawn to being
like God. You will be drawn to
the fountain of cleansing in
the blood of Christ. And if you
are led by the Spirit of God,
you will be drawn to fighting
sin in you.

Now the apostle Paul goes
on to give a further evidence of
being led by the Spirit of God.
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He says, “For ye have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have re-

adopted children of God, af-
fection for God. For, we read,
“Ye have notreceived the spirit

ceived the Spirit of of bond-
adoption, whereby age again
we cry, Abba, Fa- L to fear:
ther.” The Spirit gives us, but  ye
. as the have re-
We have said 4 g .
that to be led by the ) adopte (éel‘.’e.i thi,
Spirit is to fight sin children of God, é”“t, 0
and to live as a son/ affection for God. a }:)p I%H’
daughter of God. :Vve ersryy
? i )
Why? Why is that Abba, Fa.

the evidence of be-

ing led by the Spirit of God?
Because the Spiritis the Spirit
of adoption. His fundamental
work is spiritual adoption. The
Holy Spirit is the One who
makes us children of God
through adoption. Adoption
is a legal act of conferring
sonship upon someone who is
not the physical offspring. It
includes the full rights of a
child—the name, the love, the
care, the nurture, the inherit-
ance, the discipline of the fa-
ther. We, cast-away sinners,
are by the grace of God adopted
to be the children of God. A
deep, full-hearted, emotional
relationship is established be-
tween us and God. We are
brought into His family
through the payment of sins
by the blood of His Son.

And now the Holy Spirit
assures us of our adoption. He
works in us the assurance that
we have been adopted by God.
The Spirit gives us, as the

ther.” The Holy Spirit does
not bring slavish fear of God.
The Holy Spirit does not bring
fear, so that we say, “Will God
love me? Am I good enough?
I'd better do more works to
make God love me more. Will
God destroy me?” But the Holy
Spirit leads you to kill sin. He
does not put you in a slavish
fear so that now you act out of
fear. But the Holy Spirit stirs
up in us affections for our heav-
enly Father.

“We have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father.” He brings
you thelove of God in the cross,
the grace of God in adopting
you. And out of that new love,
out of that assurance of the
love of God, He works in you to
kill your sins. The Spirit does
not work external compliance
with God by fear. But the
Holy Spirit works within us
affection for our gracious Fa-
ther, and in that way leads us
into the battle against our sins.
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This is the evidence of be-
ing led by the Holy Spirit and
being a child of God. Do you
love God? Romans 5:5, “The
love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit.”
It is the experience of the love
of God. That is what it is to be
led by the Spirit. Itis to know
that amazinglove of God. And,
again, as a result of knowing
that, that you resist sin, that
you are now in a warfare
against sin.

The Holy Spirit is the One
who gives
us to expe-
rience the

Holy Spirit does not give us a
notional, theoretical knowl-
edge of the love of God, but a
personal, heartfelt, experien-
tial love. He gives us to know
that God hasloved mein Jesus
Christ.

And He gives us torespond
by saying, Abba, Father. That
is, He works in us affection for
God the Father. “Abba” is the
word that is not translated. It
is the first word in the Ara-
maic that a child would say to
hisfather. Abba, Father. That
is the tender,
loving, trust-
ing, joyful re-

love of the
Father—by
leading us
to the cross

The Holy Spirit
is the One
who gives us
to experience

sponse of a son
to his father.
When the dis-
ciples heard

of Jesus
Christ.
There, He
assures us
of our adop-
tion. There,
He gives us
the firm resolve that we shall
put away our sin and live in all
manner of truth and righteous-
ness. Fix your eye of faith,
says the Holy Spirit, upon the
cross. Whoisit who dies there?
God the Son. Why does He die
there? For my sins. But why
does He die there, why did He
die for your sin? Because of
the love of God for you. And
all of that is so personal. Itis
to know the love of God that
surpasses all measure. The

Jesus say it in

the love of the Father His prayer:
—by leading us to the
cross of Jesus Christ.

“Abba, Fa-
ther,” they
were struck.
The Pharisees
never prayed
“Abba.” They prayed:
“Abraham’s God.” “Abba,” was
too intimate, too personal, for
the Pharisees. But the Holy
Spirit makes our adoption an
experience. The Holy Spirit
works in us that we know the
love of the Father. He creates
anirrepressible emotion in our
hearts whereby we cry out:
“Abba, Father.” The Spirit is
the power whereby we delight
in being made the children of
God and we fight our sins.
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Are you led by the Holy
Spirit? Are you a child of God?
Are you adopted? Put your
ear, says the Holy Spirit, to
the gospel. Put your eye to the
cross—and listen. For God
commendeth his love towards
us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.
Thus we are led by the Spirit
of God. You will know that in
your heart. You will bow and
worship. You will say, “Abba,
Father.” And you will mor-
tify, you will kill, the remain-
ing sin within you. May God
so grant.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we
thank Thee for Thy Holy Word
and we pray that it may now
rest upon our hearts. Send
forth the Holy Spirit to do His
blessed work, to take the words
of Christ and to imbed them
upon our hearts. Give us, by
the Holy Spirit, to continue
steadfast in the warfare
against our own sins, and as-
sure us by the Holy Spirit of
the amazing adoption that we
have, through the blood of
Jesus Christ and because of
the eternal love and grace of
God for us, that He is our Fa-
ther for Jesus’ sake. So bless
us with Thy own word. In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.





